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THE FABULOUS MR FURRER 

PRIOR TO COMING to 
Oswego, Harry Furrer was 
an outstanding wrestler at 
W. C. Mepham High 
School in Bellmore, Long 
Island. Furrer also was a 
cross country runner. 
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On Saturday, February 27, the 
1964*1965 wrestling season end
ed for the Oswego Lakers. And, 
as with the closing of nearly 
every sports season, it was the 
end of college wrestling careers 
for several members of the team. 
Along with Bob Williams, Joe 
Mongarella, and Bill Cousins, 
graduated Oswego's golden boy, 
Harry Furrer. 

On that Saturday afternoon 
Furrer worked a 12-8 decision 
from Ithaca College's Richard 
Morse for his 43rd consecutive 
college victory against no losses. 
H i g h School Champ 

Harold Spencer Furrer started 
his wrestling campaign at Well
ington C. Mepham High School in 
Bellmore, Long Island. Mepham 
High and its wrestling coach 
Ken Hunte are known for having 
one of the best high school grap
pling programs in the eastern 
United States. 

Under Hunte, Furrer compiled 
an outstanding record in his three 
y e a r s of varsity competition, 
which he climaxed by winning 
the South Shore, Nassau County, 
and the Section 8 Championships 
in his weight class. Aside from 
w r e s t l i n g , Furrer ran cross 
country for three seasons, was on 
the Senior planning committee, 
and was a member of the varsity 
key club for three years. 

When Coach Hunte was asked 
to comment on Furrer*s record 
after the latter had won his 41st 
match, he said he was "very 
happy and proud of the fine job 
he has done in his high school 
and college wrestling." * 
O s w e g o Botlnfi 

The 5'7", 130 pound Furrer 
came to Oswego in 1961. In his 
freshman season he compiled an 
8-0 record with victories over 
grapple rs from Colgate and Cor
nell, along with the regular con
ference teams. 

Under coach David See in 1962-
196ft, -=e=Furrer ..wrestled every 
match and by the time the first 
three meets were over he was 
the winningest man on the team. 
When the season was over, he 
was three wins better than the 
team record of 8-3. 

The season had been Furrer 's 
from the opening match. As the 
December 11, 1962 OSWEGON
IAN reports, "Harry Furrer, in 
his first home start as a varsity 
grappler, lived up to his frosh 
reputation. He punished Roy Peck 
unmercifully but could not get the 
fall, finally winning 11-0 . • .*' 
Peck was HIT'S 130 pounder and 
was one of the few Tigers to lose 
as Rochester beat Oswego 16-13. 

Then the dual meet season was 
over, Furrer found himself atop 
a string of victories which in-
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eluded five pins, three decisions, 
and three matches won by for
feit. He was now confronted with 
tournaments, which are always 
hard to win because of the num
ber of matches that must be 
wrestled. 

At the State meet at Lee Hall, 
Furrer fulfilled all expectations 
and won the title in the first 
year he was eligible. He pinned 
Brockport's Clark Crespi in the 
semi-finals and went on to down 
Cortland's Dave Payne on a S-2 
decision. Furrer never got a 
chance to wrestle the defending 
champ, Frank Barbuto of Oneon-
ta. Barbuto was unexpectedly de-
cisioned by Payne in the semi
final round. 
Third In 41 

In March Coach See took Fur
rer , Jerry LaMonica, and Joe 
Gustainis to the 26th Annual Four 
I Tournament at Case Institute 
of Technology in Cleveland. Fur
r e r outdid his teammates and 
captured a third place. The story 
read like this: 

"Harry Furrer, recovering 
from the flue, lost his first match 
to MegaleofFindlay. Megalewent 
on to the finals. This gave Fur
re r a chance to wrestle in the 
consolations. In his second match 
he beat Masanek of Miami 2-0. 
In the third match Furrer took 
down Shipman of Central Michi
gan in the last period to win 
4-3 and earn a third place." 

On March 23, Furrer travel

led to Binghamton with five of 
his teammates to conclude the 
season at the annual Bingham
ton YMCA Open Individual 
Tournament. Furrer at 130 
pounds won his first three mat
ches in the preliminaries by 
two one-sided decisions and an 
overtime decision. He then met 
National X iJ/Wiikes, and Pan 
American Champion Carmen Mo-
lino in the final match. Moll no's 
experience proved to be the bet
ter as he beat Furrer in a good 
match. 

The 1963-64 season was just 
as successful for Furrer. He 
led the squad with 11 victories 
and was second only to Tom 
Gustainis in team points scor
ed. Furrer had 41, Gustainis 
42. 

Furrer ' s junior year wins in
cluded three pins and seven de
cisions. He led the team in take
downs and predicaments. And he 
outscored his opponents in de
cisions 55-12. 
.Defense Unblemished 

In the defensive column, Fur
r e r had no takedowns, near falls, 
or predicaments scored against 
him. 

Despite the Impressive 1963-
1964 record Furrer had a tough 
fight from the start. In the sea
son opener against Oneonta, he 
met the man he nearly had to beat 
out for the conference crown, 
Frank Barbuto. Furrer scored 
a reversal to take the lead early 

FURRER AND THE 1962-63 MATMEN. Furrer as a 
sophomore ran his string to 19, with 11 victories. He 
also won the State title for 130 pounders and placed in 
other tournaments.. Others in the picture are: back row 
(1. to r.) Coach David See, Bill Cousins, Joe Gustainis, 
Miles Bierman, David Locascio, Joe Bena, Joe Shep-
pard. (front row (1. to r.) Dennis Pauze, Jerry La-
Monica, Furrer, Gary Williamson, Dick LaCombe. 
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in the second period, but Barbuto 
quickly gained the upper hand on 
a reversal of his own and the 
score was 2-2. However Furrer 
was able to pick up a predica
ment before the period was over 
and led 4-2 going into the final 
round. He got his last point on 
an escape. 

Furrer had to work a 6-1 
decision from KIT'S Joe Lan-
azisena and an 8-0 decision from 
Hobart's Bremson before he got 
his first pin of the year. After 
compiling an 8-0 lead, he got 
McGlinsy of Montclair (N.J.) 
State on his back at 5:48. 

The toll continued to rise. Wres-
t lers from Westchester State, the 
University of Buffalo, the Uni
versity of Rochester, and Albany 
State fell to Furrer 's hand be
fore the Lakers got down to their 
three biggest matches of the year. 
H a m p e r s Cortland 

A g a i n s t archrival Cortland, 
Furrer mopped the mat with Fred 
Merz on the way to a 10-3 de
cision. But that was one of the 
few bright spots of the day; the 
Lakers dropped their second 
meet of the year. Other Lakers 
to win in the 12-22 loss were 
Jerry LaMonica, Brian Jones 
(current 137 pound State champ), 
and Bob Williams (currently 
holding the 157 pound State Ti
tle). 

The team defeat must have up
set Furrer because he slapped 
his Brockport and Ithaca oppon
ents with pins during the next 
week. He beat Brockport's Er
nie French in 1:54 and felled 
John Puleo in 7:10. 

(Each of these wrestlers must 
have learned his lesson the first 
time around because this year 
when Oswego met their schools 
each was entered in the 123 
pound class. But it didn't help 
either too much. Frank Fr i s -
icano beat them both.) 
T w o Tourney Crowns 

In 1964 tournament action, 
Furrer fared nearly as well as 
he won the State Conference 
wrestling title for the second 
time. He grapped a 7-3 deci
sion from Cortland's Merz, put 
the pins to Potsdam's Oberg at 
1:44 and in the finals downed 
Brockport's Kaczmarski with a 

.10-3 dec&fon. Oswego won the 
tournament with 90 pts. follow
ed by Brockport (76), Cortland 
(71) and Oneonta (69). 

In other action, Furrer advan
ced to the semi-finals of the 
Wilkes Tournament at Wilkes 
Barre, Pa. He was beaten by 
Joseph of Ohio State and finished 
the tournament in third place. 

The 1964-65 season started off 
on a completely different track 
than did the previous year. Fur
r e r had a relatively easy time of 
gaining victories as his team 
rolled to 39-3, 29-2, and 30-8 
wins over Plattsburgh, the Uni
versity of Rochester, and Oneon-

ita. 
J Even arch-rival Cortland gave 
I the win-happy Lakers little rough 
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OUR WINNINGEST WRESTLER 
going. The Lakers put together 
four pins to crush the Dragons 
33-12. Furrer unvoluntarily had a 
day off. Cortland didn't enter a 
man in the 130 pound class and 
Oswego won by a forfeit* 

When they went against Hobart 
on the opponent's mats, Fur
rer again was absent from ac
tion* This time he was sitting 
it out in favor of sophomore 
Frank DeMarco. Os* ego was 
very heavily favored and Fur* 
rer was not the only regular to 
watch from the sidelines. Even 
without the first string, the Lak
ers equalled their all time scor
ing record in the 34*0 rout. 
S o u t h w a r d H o ! 

After Furrer had handily tuck
ed away ; 7-3 decision over 
RIT's Doug Drake, the Lakers 
moved south to Lock Haven, 
Pennsylvania, to take on the Lock 
Haven Bald Eagles in what was 
to be their only loss of the sea
son. Furrer had his usual good 
day and decisioned his sophomore 
opponent 9-3. He built up a 9-0 
lead on two take downs, two pre
dicaments, and an escape before 
Bemas could score. Late in the 
third period the baby eagle was 
able to score three points on an 
escape and a take down. 

The story was much the same 
against Art Glassman of the 
University of Buffalo. Furrer 
gained a 4-0 advantage before 
his Queen City opponent could 
score and then went on to a 6-1 
decision. 
A l b a n y & Out 

An injured leg kept Furrer 
from wrestling in the Albany 
match. Instead, teammate Brian 
Jones entered the competition 
and rode to a 5-1 decision over 
the ever-dangerous Eugene Mon
aco. 

Although the win for Jones 
was no surprise for local fans, 
it left Albany in a state of shock. 
TJte./.'Albany Student Press*' sta
ted the disappointment best when 
they published this remark: 

"In what has to be termed 
one of the most unsuccessful 
athletic ventures in Albany State 
history* the Ped Grapplers were 
unable to win a single match 
in an away contest with Oswego 

College, bowing 29-2 and 41-0 
(freshman contest). . , 

"Even Gene Monaco lost his 
130 pound match, only the second 
time in his three year career at 
State..." 
T h e Tension Mounts 

The pressure began to really 
mount with only three matches 
remaining. These three were 
with Brockport, Monte lair (N.J.) 
State and Ithaca College. 

Furrer got past Ben Sammler 
with a 5-1 decision, and MonU 
clair's Stark with a quick fall 
at 1:47 before the home finale 
at Lee Hall. But the Lee Hall 
contest was the one that counted. 

Ithacr's Morse was taken down 
by Furrer at 2:45 and 15 seconds 
later the ref ruled a near fall 
for the Laker and he led 5-0. 
A predicament made the score 
7-0, but Morse narrowed it with 
an escape at 5:38 and Furrer soon 
was to find himself on the bottom. 
But a reversal at 6:10 remedied 
the situation and Furrer led by a 
comfortable 9-1 margin. 

However the Laker fans got a 
sudden start when just one min
ute later Furrer wound up on 
his back momentarily, the re
sult of a Morse reversal. Again 
Furrer came through with a re
versal and from 8:40 on had only 
to run out the clock for his 43rd 
straight victor}'. Another point 
for riding time made the final 
score a 12-3 decision. 

NCAA Next 
Now all Furrer had to do was 

sit back and watch the Lakers go 
on to an 18-14 win over the Itha-
cans before he had to start prac
ticing again for th ,̂ NCA cham
pionships in Colorado. Only the 
week before he had taken care of 
all the local tournaments by suc
cessfully defending his State 
crown for the second time. In 
the final round of this match he 
hai!HRnffeerBen"Sammrer forThe" 
second time in less than a week. 
Experience must have been a good 
teacher because this time he beat 
the Brockport sophomore 9-1, 4 
points better than in the previous 
meeting. • 

H.C.G. 

Like Father, Like Son? No, Like 
Coach, Like Athlete This Season 

People often speak of the old 
phrase, "like father, like son" 
and often it is true. But in the 
case of Harry Furrer and his 
fabulous career, one could say, 
"like coach, like athlete." 

There are many similarities 
between the career of Furrer 
and that of his coach, Jim Ho
ward. Furrer wrestled in the 
130 pound class as did Howard 
and neither liked losing. In fact 
neither did lose a dual match 
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in four years of college com
petition. 

Just as Furrer went through 
Oswego without a loss (he had 
a 43-0 record, )Howard attend
ed Ithaca College for four years 
without a blemish on his record. 
Howard's record was 39-0. 

The one big difference comes 
in tournament play. Howard was 
much more successful as he won 
the Wilkes Tournament three 
times, captured the Niagara Dis
trict AAU Crown twice, was twice 
the 4-1 champion, and finished 
second, third, and fourth in the 
NCAA tournament. 

O l y m p i c Al ternate 
Howard was the all-Army cham

pion. He had to defeat six nation
al champions to gain the title. 
And be was also an alternate 
member on the 1956 Olympic 
Team at 1S6 pounds. 

j -However, Fur rer'stomney re
cord is nothing to be overlook
ed. He was three times the cham
pion of the ISO pound class of 
the State University College Con
ference and had notched his belt 
with a third at the 4-1 tourna
ment a second at the Blngham-
ton TMCA Open Individual Tour
nament, and a third at the Wil
kes Tournament. 

The impressive feat of going 
thro*»gh four years of coiiege 
without a defeat must stand as 
Furrers greatest accomplish
ment. According to Howard, it 
is something that seldom oc
curs and be feels that Furrer 
may be the only wrestler from 
this year's graduating classes 
in the United States to accom
plish this. 

The Final Round - - -

THE REF'S WHISTLE BLOWS, the contestants shake 
hands, and the final match begins. Furrer was the first 
to draw blood as he K t̂ a takedown 2 :45. . . 
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«. . . and then it was just a matter of staying on top. 
Furrer built the score to 7-0 on the take down, a near 
fall, and a predicament before . . . 

. . . Morse was to gret an escape and gain the upper 
hand. Morse got his other two points on a reversal later 
in the match. Rut . . . 
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^ »^>IBM—> aoaawMOcaWWWWWW 

ONE OFTHE MOST BRTO 
FIENDISH SADISTIC 
BLOODCURDLING 
eomeoiessss 

JACKLEMMON 

HOW TO 
MURDER 
HOUR WIFE' 

I TECHHICOLOR'-'^UNITED ARTISTS 

A Public Service 

OURS ALONE 

. . . Furrer was to score a reversal of his own and then 
ride to victory. One of the things that Furrer had in 
his favor was his immense popularity. He was able to 
draw not only his own fraternity brothers, but also the 
members of other groups as seen by the Phi Sigma Phi 
banner in the upper left corner of the picture. 
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