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In Western Cattaraugus County Editorial Comment

Rekindled Hopes For Rail Service
Encouraging news from three govern­

mental bodies within the past several 
weeks has rekindled hopes for preserved 
north-south rail service in western Cat­
taraugus County.

F i r s t ,  th e  C a tta ra u g u s  C ounty 
Legislature in January authorized an

$80,000 grant for purchase of the 
Salamanca-Cattaraugus section of the 
former Erie-Lackawanna Railroad — the 
second such move in the last two years.

The action, taken in the form of surren- 
during tax liens in return for property 
owned by the trustees of the bankrupt
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Erie-Lackawanna, enables the county In­
dustrial Development Agency (EDA) to 
own the railroad while leasing it to the 
designated operator. Robert 0. Dingman 
Jr., president of the New York and Lake 
Erie Railroad, the company now providing 
service

Second, the Erie County Legislature has 
authorized essentially the same process to 
occur in Erie County, allowing the 
Gowanda-Buffalo branch to tie into the 
Cattaraugus system. The move will pro­
vide a vital link to the Buffalo rail center, 
boosting chances the line could become 
self-sufficient within a short time.

Emerv Should Have Checked A Few Facts
If Assemblyman Jam es L. Emery had 

taken the trouble to check a few facts, he 
may not have become so agitated in his ar­
ticle of February 5 about the New York 
State Tax Department's handling of 
amended returns.

First, the New York Times figure of 
20.000 amended refund returns not pro­
cessed as reported in the January 22 edi­
tions of the New York Times was incor­
rect. The correct number was approx­
imately 10.000.

Second, the 50 percent increase in the 
amount of amended returns filed in 1979 
was not due to the failure of taxpayers to 
claim the new maximum tax rate. Only 
between 5.000 and 10.000 of the 60.000 
amended returns filed involved the max­
imum tax.

Third, a very high percentage of those 
eligible for the new maximum tax rate — 
more than 90 percent, in fact — claimed it. 
This is particularly high for first year com­
pliance. The department did make every 
effort to inform taxpayers of the benefit in­
cluding the dissemination of news releases 
and the distribution of public an­
nouncements to every radio and television 
station in the state.

Fourth. Mr. Em ery's article would 
make it seem that ail of the amended 
returns were received on April 16. the day- 
after the filing date, and that thousands of 
taxpayers were awaiting refunds since 
that period. Actually, amended returns 
continue to flow into the Tax Department 
and some even concern previous years.

I find it particularly ironic that an arti­

cle about claims of state refunds lagging 
should appear this year of all years. We 
have just completed the most successful 
refund year in the state's history. Approx­
imately 5.5 million refunds valued at a 
record Sl.l billion were issued by July 15. 
the interest payment deadline. Only six- 
tenths of one percent of all computerized 
returns required interest payemnts 
amounting to only one-fourth of one per­
cent of all the money refunded. In addition, 
we carried out a computer program — 
which, to the best of our knowledge, had 
never been done before — to assure that 
everyone entitled to a household credit 
received it whether or not it was claimed. 
As reported elsewhere in the New York 
Times - Jan. 20) but apparently not noted 
by Assemblyman Emery, this program 
assured that’75.000 low and middle income 
people, who otherwise would not have 
received it. obtained the benefit of the 
household credit.

It is the policy of the State Tax Depart­
ment to do everything feasible to insure 
that taxpayers enjoy the benefits available 
to them as well as meet their respon­
sibilities. During the Carey Administra­
tion. the department has been completely- 
reorganized to meet these ends. We are not 
beginning our regular audit procedures on 
the 1978 returns and audited taxpayers can 
be assured that they will be notified of any 
tax benefits they failed to claim as well as 
deficiencies in their tax returns.

James H.Tully. Jr.
Commissioner of Taxation and Finance 

State Department of Taxation and Finance
Albany-

Third. the New York State Department 
of Transportation (DOT) has finally 
recognized the importance of the line to 
the area, and granted a $191,000 operating 
subsidy to help the fledgling line get 
started.

The grant represents a major departure 
from official DOT policy, since the depart­
ment wants to remove itself from the 
railroad subsidy business. Although the 
DOT does not agree the line will eventually 
prove successful, it did recognize the op­
timistic convictions of Mr. Dingman and 
the Cattaraugus and Erie County IDAs. 
who wholeheartedly back the enterprise 
and are convinced the operation will sus­
tain itself.

The most important aspect of govern­
ment’s actions in this matter is sum­
marized in one word -  jobs. Around 450 
could be directly affected by a termination 
of rail service, not to mention the potential 
for more jobs through future development.

We believe despite the bureaucratic 
hassles involved, our representatives in 
the Cattaraugus County Legislature, the 
representatives of our neighbors to the 
north in the Erie County Legislature, and 
our civil servants in the Department of 
Transportation have made some key deci­
sions which can only benefit the economic 
outlook of western New York.

A THOUGHT FOR TODAY

A Most Successful Wrestling Tournament
The Olean Jaycees would like to thank 

the following people for running a most 
successful wrestling tournament: George 
Whitcher. Tournament Director: Edward 
Forest and the Clean Wrestling Booster 
Club: Matt Conte and the Olean School 
District: all wrestlers and coaches from 
their respective schools: Olean Times 
Herald, for their coverage of the tourna­
ment and the many other people who 
helped make this years tournament a suc­
cess.

At this time we would like.to answer 
some questions published in Readers 
Views by Herman Guenther. Portville.

First:' we had 25 teams entered in the 
tournament. One month in advance we 
drew team names for each weight class. 
This was done so that no school would 
wrestle the whole tournament against one 
team. We also used standard procedures 
for setting up matches and also the use of 
byes:

Second: we admit the programs were of 
poor quality. Next year we plan on re­
questing team pictures and information on 
all wrestlers. We will ask for the informa­
tion early enough so we can have a quality- 
program. With drawing of schools ahead of 
time, we will not be able to give you each 
weight class and the wrestlers names, but 
will give weight class brackets so you may- 
fill them in yourself.

Third: this past year we invited 50 teams 
to the tournament, with 25 teams accep­
ting. The teams were invited from the Big

30. Southwestern New York. North 
W este rn  P enn sy lv an ia . B uffa lo . 
Rochester. Athens and the top 20 ranked 
teams from New York and Pennsylvania 
Also invitation for next years tournament 
have already gone out. compared to last 
year when we sent them out in May. 
Hopefully, we will get more of the top 
wrestling powers to our tournament next 
year by starting early.

Fourth: there was a mistake in schedul­
ing of the matches which made us go until 
12:30 Friday night. Also, each wrestler 
must have one hour between all matches. 
Next year we are hoping to start earlier so 
we can be done by 11 p.m. so this problem 
will be resolved.

Fifth: there was a problem with 
cheerleaders wanting to cheer as close as 
possible to their wrestlers in the red seats. 
Next year all wrestlers, cheerleaders and 
coaches will have one side of Reilly Center 
and the other side will be for spectators. 
This solution will enable all people to have 
a more enjoyable tournament.

Sixth: the' two schools that respectively- 
won their divisions were Sweet Home in 
the large school division and Salamanca in 
the small school division.

We again thank all persons who made 
this years tournament a success, and hope 
next years tournament will be bigger and 
better with your help.

Daniel H. Krick 
President 

Olean Area Jaycees

A Plus For Carter

Egyptian - Israeli Amity
By RICHARD L. WORSNOP 
Editorial Research Reports

WASHINGTON -  Despite all the buf­
feting U S. diplomacy has endured in the 
Middle East recently, the Carter ad­
ministration can still take pride in its role 
as peacemaker between Egypt and Israel. 
The Egyptian-Israeli peace treaty, signed 
in Washington last March 26. has brought a 
measure of stability- to at least one part of 
the volatile region.

So far. the provisions of the treaty have 
been carried out as scheduled. Israel has 
completed the first phase of its withdrawal 
from the Sinai, all of which is to be 
returned to Egypt by 1982. The Egyptian 
Parliament approve^ a law ending the 
country's participation in the Arab 
economic boycott of Israel.

Another step forward will take place 
Feb. 26. when Egypt and Israel exchange 
ambassadors. Egypt's envoy to Israel will 
be Saad Mortada. a career diplomat who 
formerly was ambassador to Morocco. His 
Israeli counterpart is Eliahu Ben-Elissar. 
a close associate of Prime Minister 
Menachem Begin.

But the real test of Egypt and Israel's 
new relationship is still to' come. Whether 
the '..3s between the countries last is likely 
to depend on the outcome of their negotia­
tions on Palestinaian autonomy in the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip.

EGYPT’S POSITION in the talks, which 
began last May in Beersheba. is that “full 
autonomy” should include extensive 
political, executive, economic, legislative 
and judicial powers, which would apply to 
both the land and the people and cover all 
the territories of the West Bank (including 
East Jerusalem) and Gaza within their 
pre-1967 geographical boundaries.

Israel, by contrast, sees autonomy as ad­

m inistrative and local, within the 
framework of Israeli sovereignty.

It contends that autonomy applies to 
people, not land, that the establishment of 
Jewish settlements in the occupied ter­
ritories will continue, that public land and 
water resources should come under Israeli 
supervision, and that autonomy- should be 
confined to education, health and trade — 
but not legislation.

The most difficult issue, both sides 
agree, is the status of Jerusalem. With the 
capture in 1967 of the walled Old City in the 
Jomian-controlled eastern sector of 
Jerusalem, the ancient Jewish dream of 
returning to the City of David came true. 
To yield political sovereignty over that 
sector, as the Arabs demand, would seem 
to most Jews a betrayal of their history 
and their sacrifices.

AS THE TALKS drag on. the turmoil in 
Iran  and the Soviet invasion of 
Afghanistan have served to strengthen 
Egyptian-Israeli relations. These and 
other regional concerns were discussed by 
Begin and Egyptian President Anwar 
Sadat at their ninth and most recent sum­
mit meeting.

Both Begin and Sadat have offered the 
United States military facilities in their 
countries since the American hostages 
were seized in Tehran Nov. 4, and U.S. and 
Egyptian air forces recently conducted 
joint exercises. Sadat, however, has 
stressed that Egypt's offer included only 
•’facilities.” not “bases”

While it is clear that Washington has ex­
plored the possibility of using Egyptian 
facilities, there apparently have been no 
substantive discussions about taking up 
Israel's offer. A U.S. military presence in 
Israel might well lead to further upheavals 
in the Middle East.

Christmas was celebrated on various 
dates — Jan. 6. March 28 and April 19 — 
until Pope Julius I (55H decreed 
Christmas Day to be Dec. 25.

"Now when Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of Herod 
the king, behold, there came wise men 
from the east to Jerusalem." -  Matt. 2:1
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GOD’S CALL
We will all receive God's summons, 
we all know well have to leave, 
and when we lose a loved one.
God does not want us to grieve.
Though we're shocked by death and 

mournful.
thou we have a broken heart.
God tells us in the Bible, loved ones do 

have to depart.
Death to us does seem so final.
Though expected it's a shock.
But the life of all God’s children, 
is compared as to a clock.
When life's run down and nearly over. 
God’s summons comes as our reward:
We know when the final call comes, 
it is the will of our Lord.
We know too that when God calls us. 
life on earth will have to cease.
Let us pray to God sincerely, all souls rest 

in everlasting peace.
Grace Fomess
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This Is A Greater Victory Than Iowa, So On To Camelot’

What Others Are Thinking

A Goad In Time On Alaska Lands
Interior Secretary Andrus has every 

right to be irked by the Senate’s dawdling 
on the important Alaska lands bill. Con­
gress has had years to decide how much of 
the vast Federal holdings in Alaska should 
be devoted to timber, mining and oil 
development and how much should be 
preserved as majestic, untouched frontier. 
Action has repeatedly been blocked by 
Senator Mike Gravel, who favors exten­
sive development in his state. The lo9jam 
was supposed to have been broken last 
week by an agreement to let the Senate 
vote later this year. But like Mr. .Andrus 
we are skeptical. This futher delay would 
push the matter to the end of the Congres­
sional session, allowing ample opportunity 
for more obstruction by those who hope to 
get a better deal from a new Congress, and 
perhaps a new President, next year.

SO SECRETARY ANDRUS finally used 
his administrative power to extend en­
vironmental safeguards over the lands. 
That should keep them form despoliation 
for two decades — and may impel Con­
gress to act at last.

The lands at stake — called “the crown 
jewels .of our American wilds” by conser­
vationists -  include virgin forests, high 
mountains, unpolluted rivers and breeding 
grounds for bear, caribou, marine life and

birds. The House has twice passed legisla­
tion designed to balance development and 
preservation but the Senate has failed to 
vote. In the absence of legislation, Presi­
dent Carter designated 56 million acres, a 
quarter of all Federal holdings in Alaska, 
as national monuments and made them 
permanently off-limits to developers. Now 
Mr. Andrus'has protected an additional 40 
million acres by designating them as 
wildlife refuges or natural resource areas. 
His action has been criticized as 
premature: the 40 million acres were 
already under temporary safeguards that 
would have lasted until next year. But the 
longer-term protection sends' a necessary- 
signal to obstructionists that they have 
nothing to gain by waiting for Ejection 
Day.

These administrative actions provide 
reasonalbe protection for most of the con­
tested lands. Yet legislation would be far 
preferable. It could be tailored to the needs 
of particular land areas, providing even 
more protection for fragile environments 
and allowing more development in regions 
where it is now blocked. A law would also 
better express the national will on this 
most important conservation issue of the 
decade.

The New York Times

Casino Scam. Too
The allegations of bribery and influence­

peddling that have linked a number of 
state and local officials in New Jersey to 
Atlantic City's gambling casinos are sur­
prising only* in that they have surfaced so 
soon. Anyone with only a casual knowledge 
of the history of casino gambling in the US 
knows that official corruption and organiz­
ed crime traditionally have gone hand in 
palm-upturned hand with gambling halls.

Gambling ventures such as Atlantic Ci­
ty’s which deal primarily in cash and in 
large amounts of it are favorite spots for 
crime syndicates to “launder” their ill- 
gotten gains from narcotics, loan shark­
ing. and other illegal pursuits. Even the 
strictest of state casino controls have yet 
to succeed in completely routing the in­
fluence of mobsters from either Las Vegas 
or Atlantic City, the only two US cities with 
legalized casinos.

Thus, only two years after Gov. Brendan 
Byrne boasted that New Jersey's would be 
the “toughest” casino controls in the 
world, the FBI’s “ Abscam” probe 
reportedly has implicated a US senator, 
the chairman and vice-chairman of the 
state’s Casino Control Commission, a 
mayor, and a still undetermined number 
of other public officials. Even the Gover­

nor himself has had his strong law-and- 
order reputation questioned because of his 
association with a Las Vegas casino 
representative accused by Nevada of­
ficials of having business dealings with 
underworld kingpins. In all fairness, 
however, it should be kept in mind that 
such insinuations and allegations are just 
that — allegations, which have yet to be 
tested in the courts.

The full story of Atlantic City’s casino- 
connected bribery scandal will not likely 
be known until indictments are handed up 
by federal grand juries in the coming 
weeks and months. In the meantime. New 
Jersey will try to revamp its Casino Con­
trol Commission and place stricter 
conflict-of-interest laws into effect. But is 
is unlikely that officials can erase the 
smear of corruption that casinos have left 
on the state’s image. Nor will they be able 
to remove completely the public suspi­
cions of wrongdoing that will inevitably 
continue to cast shadows across the bright 
and beguilling lights of Atlantic City’s 
casinos. Other states along the East Coast 
tempted to follow New Jersey’s footsteps 
in legalizing casino gambling would do 
well to ponder those shadows as well.

The Christian Science Monitor

Berry's World

"Heck no! I  haven’t REALLY put on weight! My 
pockets are just stuffed with money. ”

For Wage-Price Controls

Political 
Pressures 
Will Grow

By GUY HALVERSON 
Monitor News Service

WASHINGTON, D.C. -  If the current 
high inflation rate continues or rises fur­
ther, political pressures will grow on 
President Carter to call for mandatory 
wage-price controls, as now advocated by 
his chief Democratic rival, Sen. Edward 
M. Kennedy.

Despite strong public support for con­
trols, as measured by opinion surveys, 
they still are opposed by Congress, the 
Carter administration, the business com­
munity and organized labor.

Checks with key congressional commit­
tees that deal with controls legislation find 
little movement toward Kennedy’s pro­
posal at this time.

The senator proposes that the president 
“impose an immediate, six-month freeze 
on inflation, followed by mandatory con­
trols, as long as necessary, across the 
board -  not only on prices and wages, but 
also on profits, dividends, interest rates 
and rent.”

Carter, however, has said over and over 
he will not impose controls. The ad­
ministration’s voluntary wage-price 
guidelines program, begun in October 
1978, was looked upon as a way of tackling 
inflation without having to go the “controls 
route.”

Most economists expect some reduction 
in the inflation rate from the 13,3 percent 
of last year, as measured by the Consumer 
Price Index, to perhaps 9 to 11 percent this 
year. One reason is that the broader infla­
tion indexes known as the Gross National 
Product “deflators” have been running at 
9 to 10 percent. It is unusual for the price- 
index and the deflators to diverge for long.

There are at least three bills in Congress 
that would provide standby authority to 
the president to initiate controls. In the 
Senate, a bill introduced by George 
McGovern (D) of South Dakota is before 
the Banking Committee. In the House, two 
controls bills have been introduced, both 
by New York Democrats, Ted S. Weiss and 
Samuel S. Stratton.

Interestingly, Kennedy has not in­
troduced standby controls legislation. Ac­
cording to a Kennedy spokesman, the 
senator does not feel it would be 
“realistic" at this time to introduce such a 
proposal, given the "opposition of the ad­
ministration."

According to a source with the House 
Banking Committee, congressional senti­
ment remains solidly against either a 
freeze or mandatory controls. At the same 
time, the source noted, if the United States 
were to have the type of high double-digit 
inflation during 1980 that it had in '79. 
political pressures for controls would be 
expected to grow sharply.

That feeling is shared by most major 
business organizations, which uniformly 
oppose a mandatory controls program.

For instance. Richard Landry, head of 
the economic policy division of the 
Chamber of Commerce of the United 
States, agrees continued high inflation 
could change congressional opinion on the 
need for controls.

Landry, however, maintains that im­
position of controls would be taken by the 
world financial community as a sign of 
"weakness" on the part of the United 
States — an indication that the govern­
ment’s current fiscal-monetary policies 
had "failed." And the administration, he 
says, can be expected to take all the steps 
it can. including deferring tne con- 
trolsissue. so as not to convey that impres­
sion.

Both the U.S. Chamber and the National 
Association of Manufacturers tend to look 
upon Kennedy’s proposals as more in the 
area of "political posturing” than a 
substantive call for controls at this time, 
given the current strong congressional- 
labor opposition. Both groups are par­
ticularly wary about one key Kennedy pro­
posal -  that controls be placed on profits.

How. in a technical sense, asks Landry, 
can a company put a freeze on profits, 
since they are dependent on a broad range 
of variables?

For example, merely lowering its 
operating costs, given the same level of 
gross income as in a prior year, can in ef­
fect raise profit margins.

Proponents of controls, however, argue 
that there are a number of steps that could 
be taken, including the most severe -  
some form of excess-profits tax.

Congress adopted such a tax in 1951 dur­
ing the Korean war.

The Nixon administration, in its controls 
program in the early 1970s, adopted a com­
plicated “profit-margin rule.” Under the 
rule, companies that did not raise prices 
were exempted. All the same, the rule was 
an indirect -  as opposed to direct -  con­
trol on the level of profits a company might 
make.

A spokesman for the AFL-CIO notes that 
big labor continues to support a voluntary 
wage-price guidelines program while op­
posing mandatory controls. But, he points 
out, if the time ever came when infla­
tionary levels were so severe that controls 
seemed to be the only answer, then the 
Kennedy plan would seem to satisfy the 
contention of labor that controls would 
have to be applied “evenly to all parts of 
the economy.”

Perhaps underscoring the lack of zeal in 
Congress for controls is the slow move­
ment so far of the bill introduced by Weiss. 
He first introduced a controls bill in the 
prior. 95th Congress. It went nowhere. A 
bill was reintroduced in 1979. but is 
languishing to a subcommittee of the 
House Banking Committee.

Meanwhile, Weiss sought to have the 
House Democratic Caucus go on record as 
supporting controls in caucus meetings in 
June 1979 and again just last month. The 
June effort failed because of the lack of a 
quorum. The more recent effort failed 
because the motion was tabled.
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