Cavayero wins NCAA
crown for Colonials

By FRANK ROESSNER

Steve Erber brought the national spotlight to SUNY-
Binghamton. Then Steve Cavavero stole it

Cavayero, the freshman sensation from Bellmore,
became SUNY-Binghamton's first national wrestling
champion last night with a hard-fought 76 triumph over
Humboldt (Cal.) State's Jim Luster in the 142-pound
title bout of the Natonal Collegiate Athletic Associa-
tion Division I1I tournament.

Brockport State, meanwhile. became the fourth
school in as many vears to win the team title, chalking
up W% points o beat out California challenger
Humboldt State by 6% points.

Cavayero's pulse-pounding come-from-behind victo-
ry. capped by a takedown with 1:42 remaining and a
~ point !urrllutm brought down the house.

The crowd of nearly
2,000, which had greeted
Cavayero with a thun-
derous ovation during the
introductions, rewarded
the Colonial ace with deaf-
ening applause and a stand-
ing ovation at the end of his
bout and then shook the
walls with another pro-
longed salute when he
mounted the victory stand.

Steve Cavayero

But nobody s smile was any broader or brnighter than
Erber's The Colonial coach., who stepped onto the
Binghamton campus eight vears ago and said “Let
there be wrestling.”' had two more dreams come true
this weekend. first by hosting the nationals and then by
helping Cavavero make history

Elzabethtown (Pa ) star Eric Mast beat top-seeded
Scott Puzia 128 m the 118pound finals to fmally
reclaim the national crown he won three years ago as a
freshman and John Carroll's Jim Weir added the 167-
pound crown to the 158 title he won last year. but
former champ Brad Bowman of John Carroll was

upended 54 by Brockport's Rich Sippel at 177

The 126-pound title and Outstanding Wrestler award

went to Millersville's (Pa.) brilliant Andy Zook, now 30-
0. who mauled Jeff Mase of defending team champ
Montclair (N.J.) State. 122

The Colonials had another All-America in Mike
Carra. who (mished fourth at 167, while former area
high school stars Rick Armstrong (Whitney Point) and
Jim Hauptfleisch (Maine-Endwell) also achieved A-A
status with sixth-place finishes. Both Cortland State
158-pounder Armstrong and Oswego State heav yweight

Hauptfleisch were forced to default their [ifth-place
bouts because of injuries suffered earlier in the day.

Cavayero, whose face bore some gruesome remind-
ers of tournament warfare, needed only four seconds to
take down Luster, whose face was masked beclllt of a
previous nose mjury.

Both wrestlers were hit for stall points in the second
period, then Cavayero got penalized again in the final
period as Luster took a 64 lead. Erber was fuming at
the call. but Cavayero reclified things seconds later
when he hit a single leg takedown to tie the match. He
controlled Luster the rest of the way to earn Lhe
winning time-adv antage point.

All ten champions and four “wild r.lrd selections —
Puzia, Cortland's Pete Rossi (134) and Bob Menz (190)
and Bowman — will take part in the NCAA nationals

March 17-19 at the University of Oklahoma.
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