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W restlers win second stra igh t title
Send eight members to national tourney
by CHRIS FITZ GERALD
Sports Copy Editor_______________

Eight SUNY Brockport wrestlers 
qualified for the NCAA Division III 
National Championships as the Golden 
Eagles won their second consecutive 
and 15th SUNYAC Championship 
overall at SUNY Oswego on Saturday.

Junior Brian Quick pinned SUNY 
Oswego’s Chris Buhner in 1:23 to win 
the 190-pound competition.

“Quick is just in a class by himself,” 
Murray said. “He just destroys. He 
takes no prisoners. He’s just good.”

“It was hard to get up for it,” Quick 
said. The nationals is what I want. The 
SUNYACs are just another step along 
the way.

“Right off the whistle I shot in and 
took him down. We wrestled a little bit 
and went out of bounds and got back 
in the center. He tried to stand up but 
I took him down to the mat and locked 
my arms around his neck.”

In 167-pound action, junior Adam 
Marciniak edged SUNY Cortland’s Rob 
Walker 2-1 in overtime to take the title.

“Adam didn’t wrestle that well but he 
won,” Murray said. “He looked off, but 
when he had to take the person down 
to win, he did it. And this is always the 
sign of a champion.”

Sophomore Fritz Zagorski edged 
SUNY Cortland’s J.P Epifanio 3-2 to 
win the 126-pound competiton.

“IFritzl did a very good job,” Murray 
said. “It was a close match but 1 felt 
that he had it under control the whole

“Both matches were close, I didn’t 
wrestle well at all,” Zagorski said. “I 
wasn’t aggressive. I was just being more 
cautious than anything, I was just t^ing 
to secure my spot in the national 
tournament.”

In the final match “1 was real 
cautious beacause he was real anxious 
on his feet. I got a quick takedown and 
rode him for a minute and let him up 
twice and it was 3-2 after the riding 
time. The last period we just were on 
our feet trying to shoot and nothing 
really happened,” Zagorski said.

In the 134-pound weightclass 
sophomore Chris Stevens defeated 
SUNY Binghamton’s Andy Cirlincione 
2-1 to win the title.

“Stevens won but he didn’t wrestle 
all that well,” Murray said. “But he still 
won and this is the sign of a good 
wrestler. The person was in on his leg 
five o r  six times which normally he 
should of been taken down, but he 
fought it off.”

Freshman Doug Simonton beat 
freshman Don Duell of SUNY Potsdam 
12-5 to win the 150-pound final.

“ [Simonton] did outstanding,” 
Murray said. “He came back and beat 
two kids that had beat him before.”

“I felt that I was in a lot better shape 
than the other kid and I knew what I 
had to do,” Simonton said. “He beat me 
earlier in the season by one point so I 
knew what to expect. He is a very 
physical wrestler, so I didn't back off, 
I just met him head-on and worked my 
moves.

“In the second period, I put him to 
his back and from there on I think he 
kind of got a  little down on himself. So 
from here I just turned everything else

Freshman P.J. Wendel scored a 5-2 
win over SUNY Potsdam’s Steve Miles 
to capture the heavyweight title.

“ [P.J.’s] matches were probably the 
best three that I have seen here in my 
20 years here at Brockport,” Murray 
said. “ Under the conditions of having 
lost decisively to two of those people 
earlier in the year and losing a close 
match to one of them. He came back 
to beat all three and I was very proud

“I knew that I could have taken him 
down, it was just a matter of waiting 
for the right time,” Wendel said. “We
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by DEBRA ORIOWSKI
Staff writer ___________________

The SUNY Brockport women’s 
basketball team defeated SUNY 
Plattsburgh Saturday to qualify for 
SUNYAC play, but not without the help 
of SUNY Binghamton.

After the Golden Eagles’ loss last 
Tuesday: against Geneseo, 53-50, the 
chances of making it to the SUNYACs 
seemed slim, but SUNY Binghamton 
upset SUNY Fredonia to put post­
season play within reach for SUNY 
Brockport.

Shannon Seely and Kelly EUis scored 
17 points each to help lift the Golden 
Eagles over SUNY Plattsburgh 79-42.

At the half, SUNY Brockport was 
leading the Cardinals 50-22.

“Offensively, we had our best game 
of theyear against SUNY Plattsburgh,” 
said SUNY Brockport coach Judy 
Jensen.

SUNY Brockport continued to 
dom inate SUNY Plattsburgh, 
outscoring the Cardinals 29-20 in the

went back and forth and I finally shot 
in and got a good shot. I think that this 
was pretty much the match. I took him 
down and and I just rode him out and 
got a lot of riding time.

“The last 20 seconds things, started 
kicking in and I realized that I was 
going to win. It was a good feeling.”

The tournament coaches selected 
nine wrestlers to fill wildcard positions 
for the NCAA Division III National 
Championships which were determined 
on their performances during the 
season and in the SUNYACs.

In the 158-pound final, SUNY 
Cortland’s Sean Yengo defeated junior 
Ken Copella 5-4. Copella qualified for 
the nationals as a wildcard.

“I had a poor performance in the 
conference, but hopefully my 
performance throughout the season will

carry over into the nationals,” Copella

“In the second period, the kid 
reversed me and the score was 3-2 
going into the third. So I reversed him 
with about 40 seconds left in the match 
and I threw my legs in  on the kid. He 
called a injury timeout, which was a 
strategy move because I had him tied 
up. The kid got an escape to tie the 
match and he won on riding time.”

SUNY Brockport sophomore Bill 
Barker was shut out 12-0 in the 
177-pound final by SUNY Cortland’s 
Mike Yanosik. Barker earned a 
wildcard berth in the nationals.

“I had never wrestled the guy 
before,” Barker said. “I f  I wrestled him 
again I would know things to do and 
things not to do better. He kind of beat 
me pretty bad because I didn’t wrestle 
the smartest match.”

Sophomore Nelson Colley was

p in n ^  at 2:44 in the 142-pound final 
by SUNY Oneonta’s Bob Pine.

■ “It was disapointing for him because 
he just missed out,” Murray said. “He 
got taken down in the last two seconds. 
He did a good job and he’ll be 
champion again.”

Golden Eagle freshman Jon Raines 
scored a 15-7 major decision over 
SUNY Binghamton’s Mark Tennant in 
his second consolation match to take 
fourth place in the 118-pound weight

“I think that we should be in the top 
four of the nationals. I ’m never going 
to predict any more than that, because 
anything they want to do they have to

The eight SUNY Brockport national- 
qualifiers will compete in the NCAA 
Division m  National Championships at 
Ithaca College on Friday and Saturday. 
March 2-3.

Cagers m iss SUNYACs 
despite G eneseo upset

Women’s basketball team 
swishes into SUNYACs

second half.
SUNY Potstam beat SUNY 

Brockport on Friday 81-64.
The Bears were down 32-23 with 3 Vz 

m inutes left in  the half. Mary 
Morrissey scored 15 of her 27 points in 
the first half to lead the Golden Eagles.

SUNY Potstam called a time out with 
3:31 remaining in the half, and then it 
happened. The Bears rallied to score 18 
points to pull ahead of the Golden 
Eagles 40-35 at the half.

SUNY Brockport came back to score 
10 points in the first four minutes of the 
second half to lead 45-42. It would be 
the last time they led in the game.

The Bears came back, outscoring the 
Golden Eagles 32-15 in the last 15 
minutes to make the final score 81-64.

“It was one of the best games Potstam 
played all year,” said Jensen. “We 
should have played better.”

Kelly Ellis led the Golden Eagles 
with 12 points, including a three-point 
shot, but it was not enough for a victory 
against SUNY Geneseo.

The Blue Knights held a 24-22 lead 
at the half despite only making 11 out 
of 33 attempts, while SUNY Brockport 
was 10 of 23 at the half.

The Golden Eagles record is 7-6 in 
SUNYAC play and 11-12 overall.

SUNY Brockport will face SUNY 
Cortland on Friday in the SUNYAC 
Semifinals.

Burnice Green [44] is hit from all sides as he attempts to put up a shot against SUNY Geneseo. Ed Thornton 
[55] moves in for a  possible rebound o r loss ball. The Golden Eagles won 97-80. [Photo by Bryan Lang]

by ANDY FINK
staff writer_______

Sports fans love statistics. Here’s a 
couple o f  stats which are very 
interesting: SUNY Brockport shoots
31 percent from the field on Saturday 
and, according to coach Dan Smith, 
“played rather well”, and 2) 6’ 8” 
SUNY Plattsburgh foward Todd Wright 
shoots, according to Smith, “nowhere 
near 80 percent from the foul line.”

Statistics are known to be deceiving. 
Unfortunately for SUNY Brockport, 
Wright’s stats lie.

Wright scored 28 points for the 
Cardinals, and hit six free throws 
during the final 1:13, as SUNY 
Plattsburgh defeated the Golden Eagles, 
72-67, Saturday afternoon fin 
Plattsburgh.

The loss eliminated SUNY 
Brockport from SUNYAC playoff 
contention and assured SUNY Oswego 
of the final spot in the West Division.

The Golden Eagles (3-11 SUNYAC, 
6-18 overall) trailed the Cardinals by as 
much as eight points late in the game, 
but were able to pull within one point 
twice during the final two minutes.

Each time SUNY Brockport pulled
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within one, though, Wright answered 
by converting both ends of 
one-and-ones.

“When we fouled them late,” said 
Smith, “we really had no one in 
particular we wanted to foul. They are 
not a great foul shooting team but 
Wright came through for them in the 
end.”

“He [Wright] missed only two foul 
shots [eight for 10] the entire game. Had 
Burnice [Green] made aU of his, things 
might have been different.”

Green, SUNY Brockport’s 6’ 1” 
foward, tallied 11 points, including the 
Golden Eagles’ final seven of the game. 
He also hit five of seven free throws 
during the final four minutes, but 
missed a key one-and-one late in the 
game.

“It’s not easy to win up there,” said 
Smith. “When they have a healthy 
lineup, they’re tough to beat. They

defeated SUNY Geneseo the night 
before they beat us. That’s impressive.” 

Despite the fact SUNY Brockport hit 
only 15 of 35 shots in the first half, the 
Golden Eagles found themselves tied 
37-37 at half, thanks to the play of 6’ 
4” sophomore Robbie Smith.

Smith paced SUNY Brockport with 
28 points, 24 of them in the first half. 
It marked the seventh conscutive game 
in which Smith led the Golden Eagles 
in scoring.

“Robbie has been working so hard 
lately,” said Smith. “Not only has he 
been shooting well, but his rebounding 
has been terrific.”

“They played a zone defense which 
left him free to hit the open jumpers.” 

Both teams shot poorly in Ae second 
half; SUNY Brockport hit nine of 41 
attempts, while the Cardinals connected 
on only 12 of 32 shots.

“The reason the offenses shot low 
percentages,” said Smith, “was because 
of the defenses. Each team cranked up 
the defense during the final half. I 
wasn’t upset with our play overall. 
Their foul shots proved to be the
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