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Ethics of National qualifying are questionable 
Eight hungry teams took to the mats in the 24th 

Annual State University of New York Athletic 
Conference (SUNYAC) Wrestling Championships held 
at Potsdam State College on Friday and Saturday, 
February 10-11. For you non-wrestling fans, this meet 
was the determining point to see who would compete in 
the Nationals, which will be held at SUN Y Binghamton 
later this month (February 24-25). 

The format of the event is pretty simple - the top three 
wrestlers for each weight class go to the Nationals. This 
year. Oswego State, coached by Jim Howard, will be 
represented by Doug Morse (190). Mark Glickman 
(heavyweight), and Pat Wittekind (134). After these 
athletes were selected, four more wrestlers were 
selected by the SUN Y coaches as wild card entrants, but 
this year, something strange seems to be going on. 

Before we mention any other Oswego wrestlers, or the 
main point of this column, let's first take a look at three 
of the grapplers who earned wild card spots from other 
schools. They are: Peter Rao (150 lbs., 15-7 overall 
record, 4th at SUNYAC's, Buffalo), Garv Bochner (142 
lbs. . 7-5 overall record, 4th at SUNYAC's . 
Binghamton), and Bill McHugh (134 lbs., 16-4 overall 
record, 4th at SUN Y AG's, Oneonta). These guys have all 
been extremely hot on the mats, and they truly deserve 
to make the Nationals, based on their SUNYAC 
performances. 

Now let's look at Oswego's three entrants for a wild 
card birth, and some facts on them. They are: Senior 
Terry Melia(118 lbs., 13-6 overall record), who. like the 

above mentioned wrestlers, took fourth at SUN YAC's in 
a stacked weight class, junior Mike Coddington (126 
lbs., 11-11 overall record) , who also took a fourth at 
SUNYAC's, and lost a tough 2-1 overtime battle to the 
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eventual 126-pound class champion, Desmond Basnight 
(Oneonta), and senior Mark Howard (142 lbs., 11-9-1 
record), the coach's son, who was wrestling in a weight 
class where the top three seeds finished in their pre­
determined order, but Howard (the fourth seed), 
finished in the fifth position. 

So who was Coach Howard and the other SUNY 

mentor's choice as Oswego's wild card representative 
for the 1984 Nationals? You guessed it (and oh how 
surprising), Mark Howard at 142. 

It seems to me that a fourth place finisher in the 
SUNYAC's (with a better overall record) would be the 
obvious choice to compete in the Nationals. Obvious 
choice unless extenuating circumstances arise, and 
that's what happened. 

Coach Howard used a 1983 precedent that said a fifth 
place finisher can go to the Nationals and also based his 
decision on the fact that Mark Howard was an All-
American in 1983. 

So what we have is four SUNY representatives, three 
of them who took fourths at SUNYAC's (and were 
selected for Nationals based on their performance in the 
National Qualifier), and Howard, who, it seems clear to 
me. was selected on the basis of past performances. 

This question must be asked here and now: Is there 
one set, standard criteria for judging and selecting a 
wild card representative for the Nationals? 

What it looks like is that anyone can make it to the 
Nationals, not based on performance in the National 
Qualifier (SUNYAC's) or on this year's won-loss record, 
but on placement and honors from last year. Is this 
right? Should there be a criteria written out and strictly 
abided by every year for wild card selection? 

Based on the proceedings that have already occurred, 
we should all ask ourselves, is there any credibility to the 
SUNY Conference if they neglect to send their best 
representatives to the Nationals? 

Oswego vs. RIT: win could mean National birth 
by Seil Scher 

"We're going to have to work hard with the same 
type of system that beat them last time." These are the 
words of Don Unger, and is he ever right. 

Tomorrow night at the Frank Ritter Memorial 
Arena, Oswego battles RIT, a team that they've 
upended three of the last five times. 

Back on January 27th, the Lakers won an emotional 
5—4 battle, scoring twice in the last :f>9 seconds. 

Ironically, both teams played Brockport last. RIT 
dumped the (Jolden Eagles 5—1 on February 11 while 
the Lakers scolded Brockport 9—4 on Tuesday. "The 
Brockport game isn't going to hurt us. we know what 
we have to do to beat them,"said Ed Merritt, who leads 
the Lakers in scoring. 

Merritt. who also leads the team in road scoring 
(12 — 15—27 in 13 games away from Romney) must 
have a solid game along with Chris Neudorf. who has 
scored 11 of his 14 goals on the road. 

"They're the cream of the crop," stated Unger, who 
lines his team as a 3-to-4 goal underdog. "RIT is an 
explosive team in a sense that they have tremendous 
speed," Unger also added as he will look to win his 20th 
game for the fourth straight year. 

"I gotta have a great game," said goalie Mike 
O'Neill, just like the last time as he made 48 saves. 
Dave Burkholder is no pushover as he set a new EC AC 
record by recording 11 career shutouts. 

The last time the Lakers went to RIT. the result was 
not good. They were blitzed early and wound up on the 
short end of a 12—:* score. 

The Tigers have the talent of Chris Johnstone, the 
third leading scorer in ECAC and freshman sensation 
Ritchie Herbret. On defense there's B.J.Hull, last 
vear's Rookie of the Year who has over 'M points and a 

plus "45" rating. 
Oswetrn beat RIT 7 
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—3 at Rochester two vears ae<>. 

The Lakers want a third straight berth in the 
Nationals and if they play their style of game they'll 

OS - W E - GO! 
Laker fans are hoping to tee many Owgo "high fnrs' at RIT this Friday, (photo by Mike NVyhart 

Great Laker Carta Quinn continues to excel 
by Caroline Coley 

"Carla is definitely a team leader and a good steady 
ball player" Great Laker basketball Coach Jo 
Meadows has been quite pleased for three years with 
the efforts of junior Car la Quinn. and is fortunate to 
have her on the squad. Why? Simple. Quinn is a 
ver>atile player a co-captain, and a hard worker. 
What more could a coach ask for? 

Quinn is originally from Ballston Spa. near 
Saratoga She had several outstanding honors at 
Ballston Spa High School, which inciuded being 
captain for two years. Best Athlete for three, and Most 
Valuable Player for two. As a guard. whnaveraged IS 
points per game. Quinn also received the honor as Best 
Athlete -Scholar her senior year. 

Quinn applied for admission only to StJohn Fisher 
and Oswego. She was offered a scholarship from 
St John Fisher ~but they didn't offer me as much as 
Oswego did." she remarked. Apparently. Quinn was 
interested in basketball and biology <maybe noc in that 
order i and felt Oswego could g*ve her more in both 
areas 

Not only was this a factor her older sister Theresa, a 
recent graduate, was an influence. Theresa was <m the 
cross-country team here and ts still an "athletic 
supporter" of Car la's 

Quinn felt her freshman season here wa* not a< 
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important as last year's season, arid had several 
memories to tell. "My best frame was against Fredonia 
because I had no turnovers." Quinn stated. "But 
unfortunately. I have a lot now." 

At the finale of that season the team, placing>:xth in 
the state, traveled to Boston for the EIAW 
Championships There, they placed third, and Quinn 
considered it a very memorable experience. 

"OveralL I've had a lot of fun. especially with the 
team." remarked Quinn. who is averaging 11-5 points 
per game this season. She has enjoyed being co-captain 
with junior Laura ~Abbie~ Faeth. "She's helping out 
newer members but I just like to play jokes on the 
freshmen." jested Quinn 
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As for goals. Quinn wouid like to win tue next an 
final two games, and would personally like to bri ng the 
turnovers down and increase her number of steals. 
Meadows felt her versatility has been a key throughout 
the season and will help them out in the future. "Even 
though her main position is wing we've used her as a 
point fruard She helps out. especially when we've 
needed ner there at times."" sa^d Meadows 

After Quir.n has completed playing competitive 
~boop.~ she will continue to concentrate on biology and 
will hopefully work in forensic science trim the 
lg^ver~ment- But watch out for her next year shell be 
adding another o0 percent to the 150 percent she 
currently g*ves to Laker basket ha. L 

armdrag.com
Sticky Note
Ethics of National qualifying are questionable. The Oswegonian, Vol. 49, No. 15, p. 27. SUNY Oswego, February 16, 1984.




