
Bellucci Wins Accolades 
By DANIEl. TYRE 

1 alking to head wrestling coach 
Curt Blake. it is easy to see that he 
i~ visibly excited. The ~ubject of his 
enthusiastic proclamations is his 
senior. co-captain. wrestling whi1, 
J oe Bellucci. 

"In the four years that Joe has 
wrest led. he ha~ constantly 
improved. He is a low-key 
personalit)'. but a powerful athlete 
and a great team leader. The whole 
team has a lot of respect for him. 
Joe Bellucci is just a super 
individual." 

The 158-pound senior who 
wrestled for his father (head coach) 
at Mahopac High School, earned a 
respectable 9-8 record in 1977-78, 
capping the year with a well
earned third place at the New York 
State Championships. 

This year he has totally 
dominated the dual meet season, 
running up a 19-3- 1 slate en route 

to setting a Colgate record for 
most team points (previously held 

by Scott Perkins). 
Along the way. Bellucci 

demolished such notables as Ron 
Reedy of Binghamton, last year's 
runner-up in the Division Ill 
Nationals and Steve Dustin (St. 
Lawrence) who was previously 
undefeated. Perhaps Bellucci's 
biggest win was his 17-4 man· 
handling of Cornell's previously 
undefeated Skip Letcher. 

Joe's style is very distinctive. He 
appears to be wrestling in slow 
motion with a severe conservation 
of effort. "After you wrestle Joe. 
you question whether you've been 
in a match at all," says Blake. "He 
gets the job done without 
overwhelming you. It's the kind of 
style you can't teach- it's natural." 

Bellucci has an easy, fluid , un
flashy styk that utilizes balance 
and leverage to surprise his 
opponent. 

While the style may fool you, his 
credentials will not. Named 
Colgate's Most Improved Wrestler 
and Most Valuable Wrestler in 

1977, Bellucci used his skill to win 
the 1979 New York State 
Champjonship at 158 pounds this 
weekend at Reid Athletic Center, 
leading the Raiders to a second 
place team finish behind powerful 
St. Lawrence. 

Bellucci wrestled four times, 
gaining two pins and decisions of 
I S-S and 10-0 without his 
opponents scoring a singlt' point 
on him. He was the overwhelming 
favorite for Outstanding Wrestler 
of the State Tournament. 

Coach Blake had commented, 
before the Championships that 
Colgate's final standing would also 
rely on several other wrestlers. 
Steve Leslie and Paul Dee han each 
won the State title to help anchor 
the Raider unit. 

Returning to the subject of 
Bellucci, Blake expressed his deep 
respect and admiration for his 
captain, perhaps giving Bellucci 
his highest accolade. "I know that 
this sounds corny, and it may be 
overused in the age of sports 

Joe Bellucci rides ScoH Ewing In cta.mplonshlp bout en route 
to • St•te Title. 

cliches, but Joe is such an 
outstanding individual that I hope 
that my two sons grow up with his 
same qualities. H e 'never 
complains about his problems, is a 

great leader, has a super posiuve 
attitude, and I wish I had a dozen 
Joe Bellucci's on my squad." 

And so, it appears, does every 
other coach in the country. 
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Two time State champ Steve Leslie turns on opponent in 
semi-final action . 
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Matmen Shine at States 
By M ICH AEL SOR KIN 

For head coach Curt Blake and 
his Raider matmen, last weekend's 
New York State Wrestling 
Championships at Reid Athletic 
center was what you might call two 
days of superlatives. 

Colgate turned out its best 
showing ever as a team, it placed 
more wrestlers than ever before, an 
unprecedented three Raiders 
claimed State titles, it was the first 
time a sophomore won his second 
championship, and Colgate had its 
first winner of the Outstanding 
Wrestler award. The only "best" 
that eluded the fired up Raider 
squad was first place. 

Trailing by 20 going into the 
final round, Colgate rallied for a 
total of 97 points, but fell short of 
first place St. Lawrence ( 107 
points). Needless to say, Blake was 
pleased. 

"I have no criticisms about the 

way we wrestled," he revelled. 
"The guys were just super, and 
we're all very proud of our 
showing. When you get so close 
you want it all, and we might have 
won it if a couple of things had 
went our way, but that's all part of 
athletics." 

Leading the list of top notch 
Raider performances was senior 
co-captain Joe Bellucci. Simply 
amazing is the only way to describe 
Bellucci's achievement. He didn't 
merely defeat his opponents; he 
devastated them! En route to a 
Championship title and being 
selected the Outstanding Wrestler 
of the tournament, Bellucci ripped 
through four oncomers without 
having a single point scored on 
him. "When you go through a 
tournament and no one scores a 
point on you, that to me 
epitomizes excellence," Blake went 
on. "There wasn't much more he 

could do." 
The number one seed il\ the ISS 

lb. weight class, Bellucci easily 
handled his first two opponents 
with pins in the first period. After a 
S-0 trouncing of Syracuse's Joe 
Coolican in the semi-finals, he tore 
apart Scott Ewing of Rochester in 
the finals with a 10..() decision. 

Blake had words of high praise 
for his senior. "We relly felt going 
into the tournament that this one 
was Joe's. Joe has been second or 
third so many times in the past, 
and being a senior and the 
tremendous kind of individual that 
he is, no one else deserved the 
championship and the Outstan
ding Wrestler award more." 

Bellucci's act was a tough one to 
match, but two other Raiders 
ranked among the elite champions. 
Senior co-captain Steve Leslie and 
sophomore Paul Deehan nailed 

(continued on page 14) 
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~restlers Place Second 
(continued from page 16) 

down State titles, it being the 
second championship crown for 
both of them. 

After winning the tournament at 
150 in 1977 and ~itting out la~t 
~cason. Le~hc came back at the 
same weight and proved that he 
wa~ ~till a champion. 

Seeded numher one. Leslie 
received a bye in the opening 
round and pinned hi~ next foe in 
the first pcnod. A 15-5 victory in 
the semi-finals put hint in the finals 
against Oswego\ .Jim Dilorio; and 
from the opening whistle, Leslie 
owned the match. 

He flattened Di lorio with a 
standing pancake six seconds into 
the match , and picked up a quick 
three point near fall. "I've never 
seen Steve so psyched," Blake 
explained. " He was so fired up that 
all that emotion burst when he hit 
that guy." Dilorio tried to come 
back, but never closed the gp, and 
Leslie had himself a I 2-7 triumph. 

It can be safely said that no 
college sophomore in the country 
has won a sta te tournament more 
times than Colgate's Paul Deehan. 

A champion at I 18 his freshman 
year, he moved up to 126 this 
season and only had two points 
scored on him throughout the 
weekend (in the finals). 

1 op-secded Dcehan pinned his 
opponents in the quarter and semi
final rounds after a bye in the 
preliminaries. He had a 5-0 lead 
going into the third period of his 
final match and scored a pair of 
fla\hy duckunders and a riding 
time point for a 10-2 victory over 
Bill Griffin of Potsdam. 

"To do what he has done in two 
years is a great accomplishment," 
Blake commented. "Paul wants to 
win thi s thing (the State 
Tournament] four times." 

Although Bellucci, leslie and 
Deehan have been cast into the 
limelight, five other wrestlers 
turned out admirable perform
ances to contribute to the team's 
second place. 

Jim Abbott, at I 18, was upset in 
the second round by John 
McHugh of St. Lawrence, but 
fought back through the 
consolation bracket for a fifth 
place. lloyd Woodruff advanced 

to the semi-finals at 167 and lost a 
two point squeaker to runner-up 
Bob Wolff of Potsdam. Woodruff 
finished in fourth place. Mike 
Morrell managed a fifth place at 
190, and injury plagued George 
Swan had to default twice and 
settle for a sixth. 

Perhaps the biggest surprise of 
the tournament was freshman Bob 
Dunlap at 177. Entering the 
tournament unseeded with a less 
than spectacular 3-1 4 slate, ' he 
endured five full matches in two 
days and beat three•wrestlers that 
had defeated him during the dual 
meet season en route to a third 
place. . 

"It's very tough to lose your first 
match and come up through the 
consolation bracket the way he 
did," Blake praised. "Wrestling so 
many matches in so short a time is 
physically taxing and very ha:d 
mentally on a freshman." . 

With a very successful State 
Tournament behind them, the 
Raider wrestlers are prepping for 
this weekend's Eastern Tourna
ment at Princeton's Jadwin 
Gymnasium. National powers like 
Lehigh, Syracuse and Temple will 
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SophomorP Paul Deehan is congratulated by coach Curt 
Blake after winning his second consecutive State Title. 

be in attendance at what Blake 
calls "one of the pre·mier National 
qualifying tournaments in the 
country." 

To qualify for this year's 
NCAAs at Iowa State, one must 

place in the top three at the 
Easterns, and Blake feels that Iowa 
is not a longshot. " I feel very 
posit ive that we have some 
individuals that can do well," he 
concluded. 


