
• Rosso of Greece 
Olympia earns title 
at Monroe County 
Championships. 
JAMES JOHNSON 
STAFF WRITER 

WEBSTER - While Rocco 
Rosso was not at the bottom of 
Monroe County's pool of 96-
pound wrestlers last season, he 
was no one's favorite' to win the 
league tournament either. 

"I got beat a Jot," said Rosso, 
who finished with a sub-.500 
record last winter. "I was an 
underdog." 

Rosso, a senior at Greece 
Olympia, became a league 
champion this weekend. A 4-3 
win over Penfield sophomore 
]ames Montante gave Rosso the 
96-pound title during the 
Monroe County Championships 
Saturday at Webster Schroeder. 

"It feels great. I'm happy to 
win this," said Rosso. "I hope I 
can go to states. I only have one 
year to get it done." 

Rosso struggled to make 
weight during his first two var­
sity seasons, one of which was 
spent at Dansville. He was often 
not heavy enough. 

"My sophomore year I had to 
carry around milk jugs full of 
water and wear as many clothes 
as I could at weigh-ins," Rosso 
said. "My bench press went up 
from 135 to 180 last offseason. 
That put on 10 to 15 pounds." 

Rosso (34-2) has won his last 
29 matches, after he suffered 
both of his losses during the first 
two weeks of the season. 

Spencerport does not seem to 
lose as a team. 

The Rangers, ranked 15th na­
tionally by Wrestling Interna­
tional Newsmagazine, scored 
243 points to make the race for 
second place the only real com­
petition in team scoring. Fair­
port finished 65.5 behind Spen­
cerport in second with 177.5, fol­
lowed by Brockport at 135.5 and 
Penfield at 134.5. 

A total of four Spencerport 
wrestlers won their weight 
class, including senior 160-
pounder Bryan Bourne, who be­
came a three-time league cham­
pion, and junior Paul Glover at 
215. 

Glover (30-0) edged Webster 
Thomas senior Robert Eskander, 
3-2, in a match up of undefeated 
heavyweights. Eskander (23-1), a 
state runner-up in 2007, is a two­
time champion at the Eastern 
States Wrestling Classic Cham­
pionships. 

"I've known since last year 
that I would end up wrestling 
him," said Glover after he scored 
a takedown in the first period 
and tacked on an escape. "This 
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lEN RYNOA staff photographer 
Penfield's James Montante, left, wrestles Greece Olympia's Rocco Rosso in the varsity 96-pound 
division during the Monroe County Championships on Saturday at Webster Schroeder. 

JEN RYNOA staff photographer 
Webster Thomas' Pat Maloney, left, takes on Brockport's Christian 
Boley in the varsity 189-pound division on Saturday. 
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~ Click on "Sports" for a photo 
gallery from the Monroe County 
wrestling championships. 

is my biggest win so far. 
"He's a well-rounded athlete 

who is coached very well." 
Glover won in what might 

have been the top final. 
Or maybe that was the 119 fi­

nal between Greece Athena's 
Alex Marianetti and Brighton's 
Zack Ellis, two friends who train 
in the offseason together and 
have a history on the mat. 

Most of that history has been 
in favor of Ellis. Marianetti how­
ever, was the winner Saturday 
by a score of 5-2. Takedowns in 

the first two periods sent Maria­
netti out to a 4-llead. 

"It's nice to be able to redeem 
myself a little bit," said Maria­
netti, whose only loss this sea­
son came at the hands of Ellis. 
"I've never been able to win 
when it mattered, in-season." 

Pittsford sophomore 103-
pounder C.]. Howard, Bourne, 
Glover, along with Brockport 
teammates John-Martin Cannon 
at 152 and Christian Boley at 189, 
were among the wrestlers who 
remained undefeated this sea­
son. 

"Hopefully, I make it to 
states," said Howard after his 
record went to 35-0. "I have a 
pretty good shot 

"I'm ranked up there in the 
state and I worked pretty hard in 
the offseason, three sessions 

everyday for three weeks.'' 
Gates Chili sophomore Ches­

ter Demanchick knew little 
about Spencerport's Justin Me­
lia, but decided he would "just 

• • put a battle" m the 112 final. De-
manchick won that battle 11-2. 

Rush-Henrietta senior An­
drew Lembaris (22-9) shook up 
the 135 bracket when he knocked 
out No. 1 seed Paul Morabito 
from Spencerport, 6-1 in the first 
round. Lembaris made it to the 
final, where he lost 3-2 to Olym­
pia's Josh Veltre. 

"I never count him out," said 
R-H coach Mickey Marlowe of 
Lembaris . ..J 
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Monroe County 
Wrestling Championships 
AI Webster Sdw~ 
f11Qb 
Tum scoring: Spencerport 243 points, fairport 
177.5, Brockport t48.5, Penfield t45.5, Greece 
Olympia 129.5, Brighton 115, Rush·Henrfetta 107.5. 
Pittsford 16. Webster Thomas 8l, Batavia 75.5, 
Churchville-Chill 59. Greece Alhena «.Hilton 37, 
Gates Chlll36, Irondequoit JO, Greece Arcadia 29, 
EAst Irondequoit EAstridge 27, Webster Schroeder 
II. 
Wfl9ht clwts 
"pouftds: Rocco Rosso (Oiymp•al dectslon over 
James Montante (fairport) 4 3: 103: C.J. Howard 
(P1ttsfordl dec. Mike Gentllcore (Olympia) 5·2; m: 
Chester Otmanchid< (Gat~ Chili) major~ Justin 
Mella (Spencerport) I 1-2. 
119: Alu Marlanettl (Athena) dec. lack Ellis 
(Brighton) 5·2: 125: Jake Husted (Fairport) dec. 
Aaron Raymer (Brockport) 6·3: Ill: Nick Terenzl 
(Spencerpor1) dec. Nick Atvento (Olympia) 6 2. 
135: Josh Veltre (Olympia) dec. Andrew lembam 
IR·Hl 3 2: 14t: Chris Collura (Spencerport) pinned 
Gage Banker (Fairport) 4:57; 145: Seth Elvin (fair· 
por1) dec. Jeff Goff (Pen held), 6-4 overtime. 
152: John·Martln Cannon (Brockport) major dec. 
Ben Johnstone (R Hl 19·9: 1": Bryan Bourne 
(SpencerPOrt) pinned Dave foley (Fiirport), 3:01; 
171: Brendan Dwyer (Pittsford) dec. Erik Kramer 
(8roc:kpor1) 4-2 OT. 
119: Christian Boley (Brockport) dec. Pat Maloney 
(Thomas) 6 4; 215: Paul Glover (Speocerport) dec. 
Robert Eskander (Thomas) H, 215: Matt Mahon 
(Brighton) dec. Enzo Zagar! (Spencerport) 1.0. 
Outstanding llghtwftght Alex Marlaoottl (Athena). 
Outstanding Mnywelght: Paul Glover (Spencer· 
port). 
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