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Pioneer rolls 1o third team title in Salamdnco mat-tourney
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Exhibiting a line up of nonpariel ex-
cellence in an event noted for excellence,
the Pioneer High School Panthers rolled to
their third consecutive tournament
championship Saturday in the fourth
annual Salamanca Invitational Wrestling
Tournament.

Pioneer claimed an incredible six in-
dividual championships in the tournament
en route to 167 team peints, more
than double the team total scored by
second place Olean, 50

The defending team champion coming
into the tournament, Pioneer finished
nearly 50 points ahead of runner up

Falconer last year. In 1972, Pioneer tied

with Portville for the tournament title.
Wlnle his t&am was dommatmg the

premter 134 pounder was dommamg his
weight class. Named the ‘outstanding
wrestler in the 1973 tournament, he
repeated his performance in this year's
tournament and was again voted by the
coaches as the outstanding wrestler.

Coming into the tournament with a 140

record, Roblee was the top seeded com-
petitor in his class. In the first round of
action, he pinned Gowanda’s Al Smith,
then followed with a major decision over
Bob Stone, Cattaraugus, in the second
round. In the semi-finals, he decisioned
Grand Island’s Al Grimes, the fourth
seeded wrestler in the weight class, 5-0,
then pinned second seeded Kim Richir,

Falconer, in the finals. Richir, also an

outstanding wrestler, was 12-0 coming into

GOING OVER — Jack Hager (light jerseyl

pinni Faieoners Jim QGatto in the

much against Roblee, who scored a first
period takedown and a second period
reversal before coming up with the fall 12
seconds into the third period.

Following Olean in the, team standings
was Salamanca, with 46 points.
Falconer and Warsaw tied for fourth
place with 43':; points, with Iroquois
«inishing sixth with 38.

Southwestern was seventh with 33
poinls, tourney newcomer Caltaraugus
eighth with 32. Maple Grove ninth with
24'2 and Portville tenth with 20%,.

Rounding out the st.andmgs were
Medina, with 17'2; Gowanda with 16%;
Eden, w1th 15, Jamesto“n with 104;;
Allegany. with 8; Grand Island, with 7;
and Alden, with 5.

competitiors left heading into the
semifinals. Of that number, seven went to
the finals. Don Hackeit, Pioneer’s 169
pounder, was the only non-winner of the
Pioneer roatmen reaching the finals as he
lost a 9-1 decision to Ed Sunderiand, who
was number one seed in that weight class.

Besides Roblee, other Pioneer Cham-
pions included Mike Arnold, at 114 pounds.
Bill Fuller, at 121 pounds, Dale Rogers, at
128 pounds. Keith Stearns, at 147 pounds,
and Gary Devin, at 157 pounds.

.

Stearns. runner-up in the outstanding-

wrestler voting, was the only wrestler to
pin his way through the tournament.
Stearns picked up a first round fall over
Salamanca’s Bill Painter, followed that by

Salamanca's 179 pounder,

struggles to roll Southwestern’s Dave Golando over in the second period of -
‘their second round match up. Hager won an 11-10 decision to advance to the
semifinals before going on to the championship round. where he finished

second by droppmg a tough 10-9 decision to Dick Gernett.

A i

T‘OURNAMENT WINNERS — The mdmdual welght class
winners at the Salamanca Invitational Wrestling Tourna-
ment were led by Pioneer as the Panthers picked up six
titles. Voted the outstanding wrestler of the tournament
was, Phil Roblee, Pioneer’s 134 pounder. who also won the
award last year. The winners were: front row (1-r):
“"Roblee; Bill FPuller, Pioneer, 121 pounds; Mike Arnold,

{ Press Staff Photo)

Pmneer S strength was phenommal )

second round, P;oneer snll had eight -

- areversal to

second

of Eden, in the sem1ﬁn.als before scoring a
second period fall over Duane Smith,
Cattaraugus, in the finals.

For Salamanca, the third place finish
was the best ever. The Warriors were the
third place team in the first tournament
out of a field of eight. In 1972 they finished
fifth before dropping off to 15th last year.

1 think the big thing was the quality of

the competition,” said Safamanca coach
George Whitcher, who was also director of
the tournament. “'All of our kids knew the
guality of the competition coming int¢ the
tournament and everyone was up for it. 1t
had to be the best we've wrestied this
season, and we’'ve wrestled some pretty
good meets so far.”

alamanca advanced six wrestlers

since Gary Milanowski p:cked up the 107
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In the first mund of the wumament,
Sartori had an easy time with Cat-
taraugus’ Jeff Roselle, but the top seeded
wrestler survived a big scare in the second
‘round before decisioning Brian Smith, of
Iroquois, 11-6. Smith scored on the initial
takedown and put Sartori on his back,
dangerously close to a fall, in the first
period to go ahead 50, but Sartori came
back with a reverse, then picked up six
more near fall points, an escape and a
takedown to put the match on ice. In the
semi-finals, Allegany’s Ron Schoonover
was forced to default in the first period
because of a shoulder injury. Sartori was
ahead 2-0 at the time of the defauit.

In the finals, Sartori-picked up the only

points he needed as he got the takedown on.

those six to the semifinals. In the semis,
Art Jacobson lost a tough 10-8 decision to
Iroquois’ Bruce Johnson at 128 pounds to

drop to the consolation bracket, where he

finished fourth. .

Coming out of the semifinal round,
however, were John Fitzgerald, Jack
Hager and Mark Sartori, the first time
since the initial tournament that the
Warriors put as many as three wrestlers
into the finals.

Fitzgerald, at 114 pounds, lost his first

" match of the season to Arnold. The second

seed at 114, Fitzgerald picked up a pair of

pins in his first two outings, then scoreda

14-6 semifinal decision over Bruce Meyers
of Olean. Against Arnold, he gave up the
two point initial takedown, and despite
scoring one for an escape, was unable to
score anything else. On top in the second
period, Fitzgerald was unable to do more

" than ride Arnold out, while Arnold was

unsuccessful in doing anything more than
riding Fitzgerald from his up position in
the third period. leaving the final score at
2-1.

Hager, the number two seed at 179
pounds, also finished second, losing a
tough 109 decision to Gowanda's Dick
Gernott, the fourth seeded wrestler.
Scoring on the initial takedown, Hager
was reversed in the first period by Gernott
to make it 2-2, but escaped to take a 3-2
lead into the second period. There, an
exchange of reversals added a total of four
points to each wrestler’s score to make it
7-6 heading into the decisive third period.

Starting on top, Gernott picked up a
controversial twe point predicament to
take the lead at 8-7. Hager came back with

- with less than a half minute to go, Gernott
again reversed Hager, then rode him out
for the remainder of the match.

At heavyweight, however, Sartori gave
Salamanca its first tourney championship

— C©

147 pounds;

Piopeer, 114 pounds; Dave Crean. Olean, 107 pounds; Mike

Ogmbene Falconer, 100 pounds Jlm Dlehl Olean 90
pounds. Back row: Dale Rogers. Pioneer, 128 pounds;
Kirk Anderson, Olean, 140 pounds: Keith Stearns, Pioneer,
ary Devin, Pioneer, 157 pourds: Ed
Sunderland. Warsaw, 169 pounds; Dick Gernett, Gowan-
da. 179 pounds: Mark Sartori, Salamanca, heavyweight;
JayHackemer. Warsaw, unlimited.

(Press Staff Photo)

e first round and sent tour of

pull back into the lead, but__

Southwestern’s Bill Johnson,
picked up an escape point in the second
period, but Sartori matched it in the third
for a'3-1 decision.

The tournament again played to a
packed house, with over 1,000 spectators
on hand for the finals. Commenting on the
tourney, Whitcher said, *I thought things
went off very smoothly again this year and
that we had an extremely successful
tournament. The Salamanca team and the

cheerleaders pitched in to help out and the _

Booster Club was just tremendous. -
really appreciate their efforts.” .

The trophies for the weight. class win-
ners and the team trophies were presented
by Dr. Paul Kirsch, Superintendant of
Schools. Dr. Kirsch also presented a desk
set to Dick Post, coach of the winning
Pioneer team. The trophy for outstanding
wrestler was presented by Sports Digest
magazine of Western New York. George
Clark, associate publisher, -made the
presentation.

Championship Rovnd
90: Jim Diehi, Olean, decisioned Bari Haltberg,

Maple Grove, 8-2.

100: Mike Ognibene. Falconer, decisioned John

Gillen, Warsaw, 15 ¢
107: Dave Crean, Oleasddecisioned Tom Ber-

mingham, Eden, 10-5.

N4: Mike Arnold, Pioneer, decisioned John

Fitzgerald, Salamanca, 2.1.

121! Bilt  Fuller,

shembeda, Olean, 5.1.

128: Daie. Rogers, Pioneer, decisioned Bruce

Johnson, lroquois, 7-1.

134: Phit Robiee, Pioneer, pinned Kim Ruchar.

Falconer, 4:48.

120: Kirk Andérson, Olean, decisioned Mnke

Clark, iroquois. 10-0.
147: Keith Stearns, Pioneer, pirmed Duane

Smith, Caftaraugus, 3:30.

1§7: Gary Devin, Pioneer, decisioned Dan

Golanda, Southwestern, 6-4.

1469 Ed Sunderland, Warsaw, decr&noned Don

Hackett, Pioneer, 9.1,

T -Bick -Gerrots, Gowanda, decisioned Jack

Hager, Salamanca, 10-9.

Hwt._: Mark Sartori, Salamanca, deciswoned Bull

Johnson, Southwestern, 3-1.

Unl.: Jay Hackemer, Warsaw, pinned Mark

Taber, Iroquois, 1:21.

Consolation Round
90: Gerry Christopher, Portville, decisioned

Tom Crawford, Grand island, 11-1.

100: Keith Miller, Cattaraugus, decisioned Keith

Floyd, Pioneer, 27-19,
¥7: Kim Foucha, iroquois, won by forfeit over

-Aydie- Plumiey, Medina,

wresﬂe because of stitches in his {ip.,

BrOCE NNEYETS,
Falkner, Falconer, 5-2,
121: Tim Murghly Ahpzsrove. decisioned Rick

Rothfuss, .o

_ 128 Joe Swatmd Porhnue, pmned Art
;-acobson. Sala

Wehn-g. Maple Grove. S:SO .

140: Warren Bush, Warsaw, won by defauit over
Mark Boling, Alden, after an ankle injury to
Boling prevented further competition.

147: Jim Faulkner, Portville, pinned Buddy
Hesse, Eden, 4. V6.

157: Brian Miller, Cattaraugus, won by forfeit
‘over Gien Gese, Maple Grove, who was unable
to wrestte due to iliness.

169: Dave Denn, Southwestern, decisioned Jeff
Gross, Portville, 7-2.

179: Bob Darling, Jamestown, decisioned Bill
Ntce, Medma. 6-4.

Meding wafe:t over
Ron Schoonover A!!egany as unable o
wrestle dve o a shovlder :mury

Unt.: Mike Mentley, Gowanda, dec:sroneq Bill
anle, Pioneer, 5-1. .

Final team sﬂndmys
Pioneer, 107; Olean, 50; Salamanc , 46l%;
Falconer, &'%; Warsaw, 43'%; Iroquois, 38;
Southwestern, 33; Caftaraugus, 32; Mapie
Grove, 24'2; Portville, 20'2: Medina, 172;
Gowanda, 16'2; Eden, 15; Jamestown, 1012;
Allegany, 8. Grand island, 7; Alden, 5.

ohnson-

Pioneer, deosroned Dan‘

who was unable to
“Otean, decisiomed Kort —

COMING UP — Salamanca’s Mark - Sartori (light jersey) begins to come to his
feet in the third period of his championship ratch with Southwestern's Bill
» Johnson. Sarteri escaped on the move to pick up one point en route to a 3-1
decision and the heavyweight title. (Press Staff Photo)

.

STRETCHED OUT - John Fitzgerald stretches as a prelude to a first period
reversal against Olean's Bruce Meyers in the semifinal round of the
Salamanca Invitational Wrestling Tournament. Fitzgerald (facing up) beat
Meyers 14-6 to advance to the finals, where he suffered a 2-1 setback at the
hands of Pioneer's Mike Arnold, tourney champat 114.  (Press Staff Photo)
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