ER’s mid-season victories taught wrestlers ‘we’re better than we thought’

Fallesen W Trouble at the home of the champions.
Democrat and Chronicle Quinn was “ready to go to a basketball
Blame it on the athletic director. game somewhere.”
That was what East Rochester Coach “We had Webster coming up,” he re-
Don Quinn was to do midway called yesterday, “and the athletic direc-
this high school wrestling season.  tor had done a nice job of scheduling

His team lost two meets in three Le Roy and Canandalgua on the same
days and vacated the No. 1 spot in the day.”
Democrat and Chronicle Section 5 Quinn is East Rochester's AD. He also

coaches poll for the first time in 2% is the coach responsible for building one
years. of this state's best wrestling programs. In-

deed, one of the best this side of the Mis-
sissippi.

ER responded to its tough schedule in
true Bombers' fashion, however. They de-
feated Webster (32-18), Le Roy (36-15)
and Canandaigua (28-22) and went on to
finish their dual-meet schedule with a 12-
2 record.

“That was the turning point of our sea-
son,” said Quinn, whose 27-year record at
ER (318-45-7) is third-best in the nation.

“The kids and 1 both stopped and said,
‘Hey, we're better than we thought.””

ER went on to win its ninth consecu-
tive Section 5 championship Saturday
when it easily outdistanced 21 other Class
B teams at Geneva.

The Bombers also earned the title of
wrestling Team of the Year for the third
consecutive season by fimshing as a
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ER’s wrestlers, Quinn found ‘we’re better than we thought’
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unanimous No. 1 pick in the Democrat
and Chronicle’s final poll.

“I'm a believer that until you get beat
you're the best,” said Quinn, “but I really
didn’t think we'd be the Team of the
Year at the beginning of the year. We
lost seven good seniors last year (to grad-
uation). I didn’t know if we had the lead-
ership coming back.”

However, seniors Chris Schojan and
Frank Rossi provided the necessary lead-
ership, Quinn said.

“And,” he added, “some of the young
kids that filled in did a great job.

“Steve Marcoccia came in from junior
high wrestling to the varsity,” he said.
“He wasn’t even seeded in this (sectional)
tournament and he made the finals.”

Marcoccia was defeated in the 98-
pound title bout by Penn Yan’s Bruce
Lafler, 7-1. He was one of six individuals
to reach the finals for ER, which out-
scored runner-up and eighth-ranked
Le Roy, 184':-124. Palmyra-Macedon
was third with 117 points.

Schojan (177 pounds) and junior Mike
Co (132) won titles. It was Scho-
jan’s third straight sectional crown. A
two-time state runner-up, he is 30-0 on
the season and 129-10 as a varsity com-
petitor. He is the school's all-time win-
ningest wrestler.

In all, nine Bombers will advance to
the Super Sectionals, the Rochester area's

state qualifying meet Saturday at Brock-
port State.

Canandaigua, the area's second-ranked
team, will send eight to that qualifier.
Three Braves — Mike Lacognato (98),
Paul Lamphier (112) and Butch Hibbard
(119) — won individual championships as
the team easily claimed the Class A
title Saturday at Monroe Community
College.

It was Canandaigua’s 10th sectional
championship in 11 years.

“We got a lot of help from a lot of
people,” said Coach Larry Reynolds, who
had 12 of 13 individuals score points for
his team.

Reynolds called it his team’s best per-
formance of the season.

But Spencerport Coach’ Bill Jacoutot
said, t is the best I've seen Canan-
daigua wrestle in my four years.”

Canandaigua finished 44 points _
ahead of third-ranked Brockport and 19
other teams. Included in the long list of
runners-up were fourth-ranked Spencer-
port in third place, No. 5 Bri htunm
fourth, No. 6 Webster in ﬁ.ﬁh, No. 7
McQuaid in sixth, and No. 9 Hilton in
seventh.

Marion, which shares the No. 10 spot
with Palmyra-Macedon, was the Class C
cuhum;pinln. I;I’hla Knights did not win their

ird title by a huge margin, however.

Jeff Marchionda (126), Jim Newby
(145) and Tim Habecker (155) claimed
individual titles as Marion edged Wil-

liamson, 159-154. Habecker, the son of
19th-year Coach Steve Habecker, is 32-0
on the year. It was his first sectional
crown.

“It was the best sectional win for me
because my son is involved,” said Steve,
who coached Marion to team titles in
1977 and '78,

“Williamson was stronger all the way
through,” he said. “They had a more solid
tt:kam. I thought they had the power to

e it.”

Perry's Emery Uveino helped Marion
clinch the title with a 5-0 overtime deci-
sion over Williamson’s Jody Pieters at
167 pounds.

“To me,” Coach Habecker said, “that
match went on for about an hour.”

Bolivar enjoyed its finest hour in the
history of that school’s wres E
Saturday night at Geneseo. The Bulldogs
won their first sectional championship
over 19 other Class D teams.

“I told them al the beginning of the
Iﬁm;htwhadngmddum:t
talunpl:. said sixth-year Coach Mike
DeBarbieri. “This is the best team I've
ever had.”

Brad Schiralli (112) and Larry Smith
(167) won individual titles and six wres-
tlers, in all, earned a trip to the state
qualifier.

Bolivar got off to a fast start Friday
night when nine of its 11 competitors
won first-round bouts with pins,
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Scolt (McQuaid) p Eu? Lechner (Brighton)
1:51, Jrd Steve Velieri (G-C), 4th Jay Sala-
mone ( ). 145 —Mike Cronmiller
(Edison) d Sean Yengo (Webster) 4-3; 3rd
Mike Pelano ), 4th Rob Fuller
(Brockport). 156—Rick Suhr )
d. Ben Weinthal (Brighton) 5-1 OT; 3rd Jac-
ques Monte, 4th Mike Rinck (G-C). 167 — Phil
St (Brockport) d. Todd Mirabella
(Brighton) 20-4; 3rd Todd English, 4th Nick
Castiglia (CA). 177 —Darryl Madison (Edison)
d. Tim Soudan (Fairport) 15-3; 3rd Mike Fusili
(BK), 4th Gareth Grayson (Monroe) 215—
Mike Van Horn (Brighton) p. Tom Dear (Ath-
ena) 448; 3rd Dave Currie (Olympia), 4th
Mark Massa (BK) 250 — Keith (BK)d.
Joe Loverdi (McQuaid) 53, Doug
Schroth (G-C), 4th Andy Colvin (Webster).

I
|
|
|

a-Macedon 117, Wayne 110
100 ', Batavia 90, Penn Yan 85'%, Mid-
lakes 76':, Geneva 74, Marcus Whitman
654, Waterioo 704, Bath 57 '4, Wellsville

innerty (Waterioa) d. Sean
Rucker (ER) 7-6; 3rd Tim McKee (Bath), 4th
Darwin Nicholson (Pal-Mac) 9#8—Bruce
Lafler (PY) d Steve Marcoccia (ER) 7-1; 3rd
Jim King (Wellsville), 4th Mark Robinson

(Batavia) —Enc Woll (Midiakes) d Tow-
let Hedrick 7-0, 3rd Paul Hyland
(Victor), 4th Steve (PY). 112—John

Williams (Geneva) d. Ed Carl (Livonia) 6-0;
3rd Ken Halas (Victor), 4th Jim Hopkins
(Bath) 119—Joel Lamson (Walerloo) p. Pat
Parker (Pal-Mac) 2.43; 3rd Bl Dempsey
wnj.' 4th I:m“:rmm 126 — Ron
ayne) d. 12-T;
Jrd Kim Doane ( 4th Chad
(ER). 132—Mike Condello (ER) d. Gary
Dempsey (Le Roy) 9-5, 3rd JeM Howard
(Victor) 138—
Rick Wheeler (Wayland) d. Eric Barnes (Bath)
17-1; 3rd Duval (NR-W), 4th Nick
Fenello (Batavia) 145—Jack Priede (Mid-
lakes) d. Don Stager (Pal-Mac) 14-11; 3rd
Jeft Johnson (MNewark) 4th Mike Zernick
(NR-W). 155 — Jeff Kinslow (Pal-Mac) d. Ted
Symonds (Victor) 3-1, 3rd Frank Rossi (ER),
Ath Ed White (Le Roy) 187 —Jerrod De-
meurisse (Pal-Mac) p. Mike Rossi (ER) 1:50;
Jra Mike Pursel (Le 4th Matt Wulturst
(Mornell). 177 (ER) p. Burt
Pangrazié (Le 300, 3rd Joe Mauro
(Geneva). 4th Ernie Folkrod 15
—Rich Carmel (Victor) d. Joe (ER)
6-2. 3rd Dan Shoots (PY). 4th Scott Swenson
(Mynderse). 280—Joe Amico (Batavia) d.
Kurtl Harris (Wayland) 13-4; 3rd Kevin Brow-
nell (Le Roy). 4th Warren Brant (ER)

Clams C
Al Marion
Team

Marion 158, Wiliamson 154, Byron-Ber-
E 143, Sodus 110'%, Avon 111, Kendall

4. Letchworth 69, Wayland 57 4, Addis-

on 56, Alexander 46, Perry 40, Lyons 39 4,
Warsaw 29, Bloomheld 27, Caledonia-Mum-
ford 24, Red Jacket 20", Keshequa 11'%,
Pembroke 11, Holley 10 4.

Individual

91— Thayvanh (Sodus) d
Bob Camerata (Ken) 5-4, 3rd Chris Banmuster
(Letchworth). 41h Pat Kuter . 99

(Williamson). 41h Raiph Reis |
dall). 112—Brian Read (B-B) d. Lee Requa
(Kendall) 11-0; 3rd Lance Bannister (Leich-
worth), 4th Stan

:

Al Ganeseo
'_Hw 160, Campbell 126 %, Canisteo
126%,

122, Gensseo 103'%. Pavilion 99. Ham-

mondsport 3 Lyndonvilie 83': Red Creek

B3% . York 72. Avoca 61. Jasper 57 's . Noire

r,l?.mhulf.hnl“
Northstar 24 %, Dundee 24, M. Morris

22'%, Altred-Almond 18, Fillmore 6
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