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Watson, Fronhofer Capture
Titles in State Tournament

By BILL PALMFR
Gazette Spartswriter

SYRACUSE ~ The crowning achleve-
ment In David Watzon's high schonl wres-
thng carcer will be something the Burnt
Hills senlor Ureasures for a long Lime - - once
he remembers it.

Watson, knocked senseless on a second-
perind takedown attempt. recovered enough
to pull off a reversal with 15 seconds re-
matning to defeat Chris Perry of Waverly
High School in Section IV and claim the
138-pound championship in the 25th New
York State Intersectional Wrestling Cham-
planships Saturday night The champtonshi)
was one of two nalled down by Section I1,

School Wrestling

which finished a disappointing seventh in
the team standings for the fourth consecu-
tive year

‘Watson never really got Lo celebrate his
win While Salem’s Frank Fronhofer leaped
into the arms of his coaches after winming
the 81-pound title, Watson wobbled back to
his corner and threw down his maroon head-
gear in disgust.

“1 thought 1 had lost,” said Watson. “1
don't remember a thing after the first peri-
od That's a heck of a way to win a stale
champlonship, isn't IL? I didn’L even gel o

m{:y it
atson lay motionless on the mat for a
few lense seconds after Perry. leading 4-0,
attempted a takedown with 54 s left
in the muddle period Perry sensed the ur-
geney of the situation, motioming for the
referee Lo hall the bout. The attending physi-
clans went to the mat to check on Watson's
condition, and with just eight seconds left in
his alloted two minutes of injury time, the
Burnt Hills senior was on his feet, shakily,
and ready to return to battle.

He got a reversal with 26 seconds left in
he middle rl'rlod. picked up a point on a
technical violation after starting the third

eriod in the bottom pesition, and pulled of f

is reversal with 15 seconds left in his high
school career.

“Don’t ask me. 1 don’t have any idea of
what happened,” said Watson, who was still
fmg.u after his bout. I can’t believe [ won.

thought for sure I had lost. Now I wish [
had been awake *

Burnt Hills coach Tim Koch was in awe of
the effort of his sixth state champion.

“Talk about a cool kid.” he remarked. “I
don't know how he did it. He doesn’t know
how he did it Through the rest of the match
we kept giving him the points, Lime and that
information. but I have no idea whatsocver
If 1t registered.”

Koch's stomach knotted when he saw
Watson lying motionless on the mat.

I was very concerned for David,” he said
“Bul the doctors came right in and checked
him out and told fim he could continue.
After he ﬁol back up and was ready to go. [
could sull see his chance for a state title
going out the window.”

But it didn’t, and Watson joined Jon Cardi
{a three-ume champion) and two-time win-
ner Jason Morris as Burnt Hills champions.
Watsen's older brother Doug placed second
at the State Tournament in 1981, losing in
overtime in the finals.

It was a hittng, though bizarre, end to
‘Watson's career at Burnt Hills that saw lum
rack up a record of 95-20, despite missing
one complete year and part of another.

Fronhofer, a sophomore, became the
smallest Section II champion and the first
one from a Class D school when he handled
Lenny Combs of Section 11I's Madison, 5-1,
in the 91 finals.

The 1986 Empire State Games Scholastic|
Open and Greco-Homan champ had a pin to
his credit over Combs in a national tourna-
ment, and when he hit his trademark tlt
after a second period takedown, he knew he
was in control.

“1 felt preity good after I tilted him and
was ahead 4-0." smiled Fronhofer. “T had 16
technical falls during the season (thanks to
his ult) and it's something 1 do pretty well.
Now I want to come back and do this

agamn.”

Veteran Salem coach Mike Poplaski may
have been happier than Fronhofer, as he
finally had a wrestler get the win

g ——

Fronhofer captured championshi
Wrestling Tournament Saturday

—( Gazette Photos)
STATE CHAMPIONS — David Watson of Burnt Hills, left, and Salem's Frank

at the 25th New York State Intersectional
atson finished his varsity career by claim-

In§ a state title at 138 pounds, while Fronhofer, a sophomore, became the first
Salem wrestler to win a state championship with his victory in the §1-pound

finals.
admiration of the Section 1I coaches on hand

0 a man.

* could't believe they stopped the semifi-
nals,” saud Carey. "I thought he was just
stopping it for a potentially dangerous hold
or something. But Coach (Vince) Johnson
told me rot Lo hang my head, Lo go out with
my head high”

‘And that he did. scoring a 7-6 win in the
consolation finals in his only Lrip to the State
Tournament.

“I had mgh hopes,” Carey sald, referring
to his plans at the beginning of the season. =
had set a goal to make the States, and I
worked very hard to get here. I just blocked
the gam out. My first match I was so
psyched up, I didn’t feel it anyway. But in
the semis, he kept putling pressure on my
Jower back, and that contracted my ribs and
make it very painful.”

Two other wrestlers placed for Section I
Shenendehowa jumor Steve Mitola, fifth at
91 last year, seitled for sixth this time, los-
ing on critersa 1n his final match of the
season Averill Park senior Mike McDowell,
who admitted he was flat, firished fifth one
year alter missing a state utle by two
points.

‘The remainder of the Section 11 squad was

icked off one-by-one in Saturday’s wrestle-
ck rounds, something which has plagued
the local champions in recent years. The
team could have been sixth, but had two
team points Laken away during the day and
finished with 127 pounts, one behind Section

V.

*The consolation round again,” said Koch,
who served as the Section II coach along
with Shenendehowa's Dan D'Amboise. “We
talked to them about it tn practice. You have
mixed feelings, because you wanl everyone
to win. But reahstically, that's pot going Lo

happen. The wrestlebacks make a differ-
ence Maybe next EY:“ wo'IUusl have Lo
burn that into pcnr ‘s minds
Koch refused (o blame the three-week
span hetween the sectional finals and the
tate Tournament for the team’s disap-
pointing fimsh, though he did acknowledge
that some of the Section 1T wrestlers looked

slu%nsh.

*1 won't use that as an excuse.” he sald of
the longest break enjoyed by any of the 13
compeling arcas at the States. *If all 14 kids
had fallen flat on their faces, yeah, then
there would have been something there.”

In addition to Watson, Carey and
McDawell, four other seniors closed their
high school carecrs Saturday.

Johnstown's Tom Lombardoni gave a

d accounting of himself, winning lwo
s alter dropping his opening boul by a
point. He wae ehminated one win shy of
ualifying for & olace fimsh. Hoosick Falls®
Elobhy Pine closed ms rarcer with a 126-21-2
record, the most wias ever by a Panther
wrestler. Queensbury's Robble Weeks ended
his varsity career with 98 wins, and Jefl
Barcy fimished with 86 victories.

Jeff Prescott of Olean High School (Sec-
tion VI) became the sixth wrestler in the
25-year history of the tournament lo win
three titles when took the 112 crown. Pre-
scoil, who outpointed four foes by a total of
53-5, closed his stellar schoolboy career
with a state record 121 consecutive wins and
a total mark of 16217, 40-0 this year.

Freshman Troy Bouzakis of Pine Bush
(Section IX) was named Most Outstanding
Wrestler alter beatng his second former
state champion, Section VI's Lou Reselll, to
make it two titles in two trips o the States.
He 15 66-0 in two years of varsity competi-
Lon.

State Tournament
Summaries

Mew York Intersectional Wras-
he Onendaga Counfy War Me-

wam Scoring: Section VIl 114, Section IV 169,
Sechon Vi kel Soction 111 158%, Section X1 155, Sec-
fron ¥ 1, Section 11 137, Sechion IX 100, Section | 95,
Section X 51, Section VIl §1va, CHSAA &dva, PSAL
8.

Retults of the

Champlonthip Round Resulls
#1 = Frank Franhater (Salem-11) dec Lenny Combs
tMadison ). &1
78 ~ Jedl Haise [Babylon-X1) dec. Mark Frisicana
(Easi Meadow-Vil, 8-
105 = Troy Boutakis IPine Buyh-1X) dec. Lou Roselli

at Syracuse after 19 years of trying.

“I'm so happy for Frankie and for the
school and the people who support us,” said
Poplaski. “This is for all the other kids we've
sent oul here, and we've had some good ones.
Frankie's a very intelligent boy who works
very hard. He's a gifted student and a
gifted athlete. He's pad his dues. He belongs
where he 1s. I just can't describe the feclings

I have

Section 11 had another finalist in Mechan-
ieville jumior Curtis Tironi, who battled
gamely through the 250-pound brackets vir-
tually ‘on one leg. Tironi, who could have
become the lone Section 11 wrestler to fimish
the season with an unbeaten record, tore
cartilage in his knee during the first week of
practice for the tournament.

He got a pin, a second-period technical
fall and beat Jeff Way of Peru by a 10-6
margin in the semis before bcmi nned by
Section 1V's Rob Cole of Union-Endicott in
the finals.

*It’s too bad the way It ended, but that's in
no way a reflection of how Curtis wres
this season,” said Mechanicville Gar
Lyons, who watched Tironi better his fini
from 1986 by three spots and become the
sehool's first state finahst. *I think he did an
outstanding job. An injury like that could
have prevented hum from coming to the
tournament, but 1 think it 15 a tribute to his
drive. He hadn't been on the mat for more
than a week.”

Another wrestler who fought through an
injury o record a school-best fimsh was
Ballston Spa senior Mark Carey, who fin-
inshed third at 177 despite cartilage damage
on the left side of his ribeage Carey made it
10 the semis before his bout with eventual
champion Dave Grebbenstatter of Section
V1 was halted.

Carey gutted out two wins in the consola-
tion brackets to fimsh third. winning the

Hudson Valley
Lacrosse Team
Sweeps Pair

David Brant scored live goals as the Hud-
son Valley Community College lacrosse
team defeated Annarundel Commumity Col-
Juge, 13-9, yesterday 1n Arnold, Md.

It was the second viclory in as rrmngaduys
for HVCC, which opened 11s seasun un Satur-
day, with a 22-6 victery over Army Prep at
Fort Menmouth, N J.

In yesterday's game, Brant scored the
go-ahead geal with 152 left in the third

eriod, giving HVCC a 9-8 lead.

Brett Bradley and Bill Person added
three goals and one assist each for the Vik-

Ings.
ﬁuhn Baldwin led Annarundel with three

oals.

. Mike Hutchko had 16 saves for Hudson
Valley. Randy Halkerston had 21 for An-
narundel.

Bradley paced Saturday's vietory with six
guals ang pur assists. Person added four
Ruals and [ive assists, and Steve Yardeh two
Euals and two assists.

Hutehko and Mark Johnson combined for
13 saves for HVUC Brian Salter had 32
saves for Arm; Pntsxn

HVOC travels to Essex College in Balu-
more Lomurtow

1Royal 1

112 = el Proscolt (Oloan-Vi) fechnical fall over
Eric Kaulman (East Hamplon-X1), 4 33

119 = Richard Santana (Leng Beach-vill) dec Jolf
Lowis [Rondout Valley-1X1 o1

126 — Tom Batlone (Spencerport-V) dec. Glena Rom:
et (Mepham-VIIl), 42

132 = Tony Ferrara (Sidney-1V] dec. Brian McGIll
(Chooklowaga i) 7-3

128 — David ‘l.l‘llll (Burnt Hills-i1) dec Chris Perry
[WBverty IV), 54

W5 = Dowg Roemer Horseheads-IV] lechnical fall
gwer Mike Yanok (New Hyde Park-Vill, 2 34

158 = Rick Sadwick (Hitonv) dec Lamar
[Peru-viil. 3-2. 32 OT, referee’s decisien

147 = Wayne Wilion | Sachem-Xi) dec. Sleve Shippos
(Baldwm-yill), 10-2

177 — Dave Grabbonslatier [Amherst-Vi) dec Adam
omiewogue-X1). &1

215 = James Graham iLong Beach-VIII) dec Pal
Haipin { Bakdwinsviiie-lilL, 74
230 ~ Rob Coke 1Un ndicolt-1V) pinned Curlls
Tireni {Mechanicvill .

Consolation Flnals
91 = Tim Mck oo 1 Bath Haverhing-V) pinaed Allea
Grant (Herman Dekaib X1, 4
" odd Carson (Falconer-Vi) dec. Carlos Ji-
Hollow-11. 114

i

WS — Daryl Page (Eimira Molre Dame-1V] dec.
n Dekalt-X), 104

rport-¥] pinned Mark

corpori-v) dec Jim

Crelghton (5outh Jelferson-lill, 7-1

¥

Jel
26 = Joe Seuth (51 Anthony s-CHSAA) dec, Mark
Baehr [Royallon-Harfiand- Vi),

Dame-l

52
acks: pinned Mike Velez (Truman-

0
PSALL 143
. :’N;mmnnlm by Jamas Canty (Sulfern-l,

Pou
4.P. Epltanis (Whitehall}
(D1 mot place)

First Round: lost 1o Jet Prescoll (Olean-Vi), 12-

13
dec. Mark Provost

Vil 51

Wrestlabacks: dec. Mike Reese [(Elmira South-

side IVI W6
Wllgll‘nu(kn lost 1o Mark Wosdworth (Fullon-
1, &

119 Pounds
Rebble Weexs (Quesnibury)
D1 mat place)

o RayLat; o 5o 3
fosl to Sean

X1, 1

126 Poundy
Babby Ping (Heowck Falls)
101 net place)

First Reund: pinned Tom Guarcells [Totteaville
PSALD 55
: ?ummu-lu tost fo Dominic Alflori (Suffern:i,
I

Wreillebacks: dec Rob Casazza [Miller Place-XI1}
Adinqualification
‘Wrestlebacks: lest 1o Mark Baghr (Royallon-Harl-

lana- vk 3 L

132 Peunds
Julf Barcy (Queensbury)
Dk not place)
Firsl Round: lost to Jarmae 1. John (Porl Jetler-
4on Xi). 81
wrestlenacks: lost
cube- Minoa-l, 7-1,

to Rob Gravelding {East Syra-
138 Paundi
David Watioa [Burnt Hills)
Champien
First Round: pinned Roper! Bryan (Truman
PSAL) 415

11 = Rick (Ea
gec John Iigross (Goshen 1), 54
= Loc

dec. Jon Halloran (51 Antheny s
CHIAA)L 93

138 = Lo
(81 Anthony’s~CHSAAJ. 7
145 — Tom Gleasen (Cansasiota-1ll] dec. Andy
Cohen (Hyac -
155 = Muke New [Canastola-lll) dec. Paul Standwill
(Wantagh-vill). 80
167 — Scoll Schwoiger (Waverly-1v) doc. Rary
Thorpe { Jordan Elbridge 1), 44 3-10T
177 = Mark Carey {Ballsten Spa} dec. Steve Farr
{Johnson City I¥). T4
205 = Algx Berce (Baysnore-Xi) pinned Steven
Drewes (51 John Baphst=CHIAA), 431
250 = Arl Biltell (Bardwinsville-111] pinned Bill
Schoenie (Williamaville South-Vi), 146

Fiith Place
91 = Kelth Rommel (AMopram-VIIl) technlcal fall
over Mine Sullivan (Pear! River-1), 4 09
98— Shawn K iwalerioo-v) dec Steve Mite-
Ia iShenendehowa-ll). -0, 44 OT, criteria
WS = Shawn Ryan (Baidwin=VIIl] dec. Ko Matiul
(5hareham Wading River X1

dec Tom Ryan (W Vi, 240,
Finahi: dec Chris Parry [Waverly-Iv), -4

WS Pounds
Jim Hubert (Quesnibury)
1Dl nolt place!
I!lenl: Iosl 1o Mane Yanouk (New Hyde
|

tiebacks: dec. Doug Marse (Rondou! Valley-

Wr
1) %1
Wrestlebacks: dec. Ken Coppolla (Reyallon-Ha
land Vit 14
xw':’rﬂm“" tast fa Kenl Lassen [Connelquat:
1)

155 Powndsy
T.d. Wrignt (Burnt Hills)
{Dvd mot place)
Firs! Round: pinned John Thomas (Chaminade-

CHSAAL § 30
Quartariinals: fo3) 1o Rick Sadwick [Hillon-V], 9=
[}

3, 4
112 = Gl Sote (ANred E Smuth-PSAL) by disq
caton cvar Jog Amuia (Fax Lan-i)
11 = Burt Builis (Unalego-1¥) by detaull over Brad
Battista (Pear) Revar-1)
126 = Domunic Altier! (Sullern-l} dec Joo Morgan
(Red Hook LX), 1T
m & Robin [Arlinglon-11 dec Jamie 51 John
erson K1), 4-1

1P 3

130 = Ken Kaulman (North Rockland-) by forfeit
aver Tom Ryan wantagh vinj

145 = Kurl Lassen iCannelquel-Xi) dec. Kevin
Carter (Saranac VI, 9

155 = Jonn Serechiniky { Johasan Cliy-V) dec. Chls
Oda (Mahopas 1) 84
‘any Monlemerra {Pare-Vil) by forlell aver
@ Cloveland (Herman Oekalb-X 1

7 Hank Herr, IMaigne Frasklin-X) dec
Mako Buccr [Rhepobeck-Red Hook 1K), 1
215 = Mike MeDowell (Averill Park-ll) pinned Earl
Gardoes (Stuyvesant PSAL ) |

40 = Frank lacena (Sachem-X1} dec. Joil way
Peru-vil), &4

§
ou
Frank Fronhoter {Salem)
[Crampien)
Round:dew Kant Mashin (Whilngy Painl-Iv)
finali: doc Anthony Arnald (Turner-Car:

Qu
rall LisAAL 114
S]l milinali: dec. Keith Remmell (Mepham-¥ill}
Fy

1l Resulls

- Lenny Combs { 1.

T Pounds
Steve Mitgla (Shenendahowa)
a
l’ll"ﬂ Fround: dec. Carioy Jminet Laepy Hollow:
LU
(]

aly: dee Scofl Sabolia (Pere-Vill &5

Qu. i,
llﬁaa:u- 1531 1o Mhark Frisicane (Easl Meadow

So
=i
atien Semis: pinned by Jiminer, 2 30

Fulth-Saath Place. 103l 1o Shawn K nesaly Lvaterios
Wi 00 44 OT, enibania

(S1uth)
05 Poundy
Chris Cotarto Saratega)

1Dsd et placel
First Rewnd: prnnea by Dar gl Paye (Eimita Nolre

1041 b Jahn
iy Ivi 32 5307

LJehntan

187 Pounds
Tom Lembardeni { Johnstown)
ADud not place)
First Rewund: loy! 1o Crarence Claveland [Herman.
Dwhaib K1 18
‘w"\llﬂndu dec. Rod May [Niagara Falls-Viy,

o restiebackis doc. John Raftiel {Meniiink Valtey:
Wresllebacks: losl to Rery Thorpe (Jordan-El-
bridye i), &1

177 Pounds
Mark Carey (Baltitan Spa)

(Thwd)
Firsl Rownd: pianed Jeo Dauphinias (Norihern
Agirandak Vil 128
Quarterfinatis dec. Mark Whitfard (Tatlonvitia-
AL 1D

]

Semilinali: lost o Dave Grabbenslalior [Amnert
By Gelavil

wi
doc. Hank
(Matone Franain X1 oy delaull
Ceonialation Finals: dec Steve Parr (Johnsion
Cily IVh I

25 Pawnds
Mike MeDaweli (Averlil Park)
1Filth)

. 4r.lm Reund: pinsed Ases Porcelll (Bay Shore-X1

‘Quarteriinali: pensod steve Drowes (51, John Bap
! CHYAAG )

Samilinali: 103t Ie Pat Halpen (Baldwinsyilie-1In,

Centelation Semiinaty. wil 1o Porgel 0

i
Filih Siafh Place. p-newd Earl Gy
AL el Gardner (Shuyve

250 Poundy.
Curlis Twom iMechanicyillel
[acead)
;W'"l: PiAned Geuthiey Franar [Mapham

warterinals. lechniwal lal gver
bbb Stelan DuFresne

Semulinalsc 1o el Way (Pery viie 106
“F;MI!- penied by Rub Cose tbnion-Endicall=1¥)




