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REGION III

WRESTLING
by TOM MARTIN

T oday and tom orrow  th e  R egion I I I  W res
tlin g  T ournam ent w ill be held here at C orning 
C om m unity College. A culm ination  of m onths of 
p ractice and work, the tournam ent w ill m easure 
the  success of 18 top-fligh t ju n io r colleges in the  
eastern  U nited  S tates. T he balance of a team 's 
m erit w ill be w eighed on the  scale of pressure 
tournam ent com petition . T he w ins and losses of 
an en tire  w restlin g  cam paign m ay be fo rgo tten  
in these tw o im portan t days. A successful to u rn a 
m ent show ing is in rea lity  a successfu l season. 
T he unbeatens m ay fall and the  proverbial door
m ats may em erge victorious. I t 's  going to be th a t 
kind of tournam ent.

W h e th e r or not our local boys will fare  well 
rem ains to  be seen. Jo h n  Polo, B aron w restling

coach, has said "W e are not a dual m eet team  as 
m uch as we are a tournam ent team. No o ther 
team  we've faced th is  year has as m uch s tren g th  
in as m any w eight classes as we do." Polo, a man 
of immense depth, shows a gleam in his eye when 
speaking of his team. H is m anner rad ia tes his 
pride. And his w ords echo confidence.

T he next two days m ay be long ones indeed 
for m any colleges who have journeyed  to  Cor
ning to face the  music. F or o thers th e  trek  will 
be g ra tify in g  and w orthw hile. B ut fo r one team, 
Spencer H ill is th e ir own backyard. No long and 
tirin g  bus trip  will have sapped th e ir s tren g th , 
as it has in the past. F or the C orning w restling  
team, the  Baron F ield House is home. Mom and 
apple pie. Kool-aid. N estle 's Q uick and S uper
man.

T he Polo-coached squad has ab ility  and

stren g th . T hey  have confidence and an im pres
sive record. B ut th ey  have som ething else tha t 
m ay be m ore im portan t than  all th e ir  o ther in
d isputab le qualities. T hey  w ant to  win. W in n in g  
is a bu rn ing  desire in the p it of th e ir  stomachs. 
It wakes them  up each m orning  w ith  a blood and 
gu ts  tas te  in th e ir m ouths. M ost people w ill not 
deny tha t w inning is som ething th a t everyone 
wants. For B unner, R u tte r, Barnes, G uarino, 
M anchester, Schw eiger, K nuutila, Franzese, C ar
ver and Fanning , w inning  is not only  a w ill, b u t 
a way of L IF E .

T he Region I I I  T ournam ent w ill b ring  dis
appointm ent and m elancholy fo r 17 team s and 
170 w restlers. F o r one team  and ten  w restlers 
F ebruary  26 and 27 will be days to  rem em ber for 
a long, long tim e. A long, long tim e and th en  
some.

We placed 8 out of 10 at Fulton- 
Montgomery to WIN!

First place at Fulton. 
First place at Corning.

Today & Tomorrow 

Here at Corning
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Region III 
Wrestling

(18 Teams)

Adirondack 
Alfred Ag. 
Auburn CC 
Broome Tech. 
Canton 
Cobleskill 
Corning CC 
Delhi Ag. Tech. 
Erie CC 
Fulton-Mont. 
Genesee CC 
Hudson Valley

Athlete of the Week

The Athlete of the Week for this week's wrestling team is Steve 
Franzese. Steve is a 19-year-old Sophomore here at Corning where he 
is doing a fine job for the Red Baron Wrestling Team. Before Corning 
Steve graduated from Watkins Glen High School where he lettered 
all four years on the wrestling team and he was co-captain of the 
wrestling team in both his junior and senior years. While at Watkins 
Glen, Steve was a first place champion in the Finger Lakes Region 
League.

Here at Coming Steve is a Health/Phy. Ed. major. He made the 
Dean's List last semester with a 3.25 and is striving to do the same 
this semester. He would like to transfer to Cortland State.

Sorry girls he is spoken for. for he will be getting married this 
April if he can survive the Bachelor Party the Wrestling team is set
ting up for him after the season is over.

Good luck to you Steve in the upcoming Regionals and your up
coming wedding.

Mohawk Valley 
Monroe CC 
Morrisville 
North Country 
Paul Smith 
Tompkins-Cort.

Dave Hepburn in action for CCC.

One of the Athletes of the Week for this week is Rufus Curtis. 
Rufus is a co-captain of our Red Baron basketball team.

Rufus attended Alfred E. Smith high school in Bronx. New York, 
where he was captain of his football team. On the football team he 
made the All-City team upon his graduation in 1965.

After high school Rufus entered the U. S. Air Force, where he 
played basketball in his spare time. In the Air Force he received two 
trophies for outstanding performance in two Air Force tournaments.

Rufus entered Coming in the fall of 1969. and in his first semester 
here he received a first place trophy in the Fall weekend talent show. 
Rufus is very active in school and community affairs, he is president 
of the Afro-American Society, Co-chairman of Black-White weekend 
and he helped to start a class in Swahili in the black community in 
Corning.

Rufus was also nominated for "Outstanding College Athlete of 
America." His plans at this time are to continue his education at a 
four year school and to sing professionally.

Good luck to you Rufus in what ever you choose.

Corning Nips Erie
by TOODIE WILLIAMS

On February 19th the last home 
game was played at C.C.C. The 
sophomores were presented first 
to honor them as to their last 
home game. From the first jump- 
ball one could tell that this was 
going to be an exciting game. 
Corning looked shaky in the be- 
ginning; some missing of passes 
and general confusion. Ten min
utes into the game Coming was 
leading 30-28. Then after twelve 
minutes of the first quarter the 
score was Coming 32- Erie 38. 
The score was constantly moving 
back and forth. Two highlights 
of the game were Ben Willis and 
Herman Connor. Ben Willis, 
somehow would set up in such a 
manner that offensive charging 
would be called against Erie. 
Many times this offensive charg
ing would help Coming. Herman 
Connor made some beautiful 
moves during the game. Some
times it would be hard to believe 
that a person could move that

fast and still have control of the 
ball

Rufus Curtis helped get things 
rolling in the beginning of the 
game. Rufus set the ball rolling 
and Steve Nash kept it rolling. 
The rest of the game was a bat
tle between Steve Nash and Cal
vin Murphy. Both players played 
excellent. Again the rebounding 
of Jim Dennard and Rufus Cur
tis had a hand in winning the 
game also. At the half-time the 
score was tied Coming 43- Erie 
43. From the half-time on. every
thing was sporadic. Turnovers 
here and there, fast plays, fast 
breaks, and foul shots. Event
ually with only one minute left 
in the game Coming was down 
by nine points, but miraculosly 
Corning had all of her really Im
portant breaks within those last 
seconds of the game. Coming 
won the game 85-81. A game that 
will not be forgotten soon. Steve 
Nash ended up with 32 points to
tal for the game.




