
TWO POINTS: Archie McEachern 
68 loss to UP[ Saturday ni~ht. 

BY SCOTT LEIGHTMAN 

:r It is obvious that when Ithaca 
wrest ling coach John Murray 
planned the Christmas schedule 
for his team he was not concerned 
with his team's record. Rather, he 

'{'~anted his wrestlers to learn and 
· 1mprove. 

And although the team lost three 
dual matches, all to Division l 
opposition, they learned a tre
mendous amount. 

.. We felt that we could learn a 
lot. It didn't do a lot for our 

..,..record but we tasted a level of 

... intensity which could help us at 
the end," said Murray. 

The fltSt stop for the Bombers 
was Fullerton, California, where 
they participated in the Southern 

California Invitat ionaL Ithaca. the 
only Division Ill squad in the 
tournament, came in seventh out 
of I I teams. Senior Marty Nichols 
finished highest for the Bombers, 
recording second place honors in 
158. His loss in the final came to 
the second-ranked wrestler in the 
nation, Wade Zimmerman. Nichols, 
who usually wrestles at 150, only 
lost 8-5. 

"When you wrestle them (Divi
sion I wrestlers), you get to see the 
finer points of your mistakes. It 
(the trip) helped me a lot, especially 
with fi nishing shots and intensity," 
said Nichols. 

Other place finishers in the 
tournament were Mike Cronmiller 
and Mike Fusilli, who were filth, 
and fellow senior Ron Gross who 

placed sixth in the 150 we1ght 
class. 

Ithaca then took on Cal. St.
Fullerton in a dual match. The 
home team defeated the Bombers, 
28-8. Tim Cotter was the first 
Bombers to score team points. 
earning a 2-2 tie at 142. Nichols 
added three more points with a 
5-4 decision, and Cronmiller 
followed that up with a 4-3 victory. 

A week and a half later, the 
Bombers traveled to Hampton, 
Virginia for the National Duals, a 
tournament made up of the top 13 
Division l teams, including de
fending national champ Okl;~homa 
State. Ithaca was the first Division 
Ill school ever to participate in 
this event and had a respectable 
showing, despite losing both of 

The first opponent for the 
B~m~crs was the University of 
Mtch1gan. The Wolverines entered 
the match ranked eighth in the 
nation and had three wrestlers who 
'!'er.e. ranked in the top eight in 
mdtvtdual weight classes. Soph
omore Ray LeChase scored a 6-4 
victory at 126, Gross was a 9- 5 
victor at I SO, and heavyweight 
Mike F~silli scored a 7-4 triumph 
over Phtl Tomek, the sixth-ranked · 
hea~yweight in the counny . 

Ntchols and Cronmiller both lost 
tough bouts, each to the eighth
ranked wrestler. 

After losing to a Big fen school 
Ithaca was forced to take on a~ 
Atlantic Coast Conference mem
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ber, North Carolina State. The 
Bombers fared much better, only 
losing 24- 12, in a match t hat they 
could have won. 

Trailing 12- 0, the Bombers reel
ed off four straight victories. The 
hean oft he line-up, Gross, Nichols, 
Cronmiller, and H abecker, all 
recorded decisions to ki10t the score 
a t 12- 12. Nichols' 5-3 decision 
gave him his lOOth career victory 
at Ithaca. Cronmiller and Habecker 
both shut out their opponents, 
winning 4- 0 and 6-0 , respectively. 
The Wolfpack won the final two 
matches to provide the final margin . 

Overall, Ithaca was forced to 
forfei t the 11 8 bout in both 
matches, which could have cost 
the Bombers a win against N.C. 
State . More import an t ly, no 
members of the team came away 
from either trip with any serious . . . 
IOJUTICS. 

"We benefitted from both trips," 
said Murray. "Aside from the 
Divis ton I Championships, this (the 
National Duals) is the best event 
in the country. T he major dif
ference between Division I and Ill 
is the intensity. To be successful 
you have to gel a vision of it. and 
we d1d. " 

The Bombers remained on the 
road to participate in the New 
York S tate Championships at 
Cortland. Nor mally, this is one of 
the 1oughc1 tournaments for the 
team <JS squads from all three 
divisions contend for the title. But 
this year. that was not the case. 
T he team finished fourth, only 
one and 3! 4 poin ts behi n d 
Syracuse, despite not entering 
anyone in the 158 pound class. 

Gross and Nichols, both All
Americans in 1989. finished second 
in their rc:spective weight classes. 

l~t the 142 class, Gross entered 
wnh the second seed. After scorinl!. 

a technical fall in the first round, 
the senior captain was forced into 
overtime in the quarterfinals before 
winning, 3- 1. The tough win 
provided Gross also with his JOOth 
victory. In the semis, Gross faced 
Nate Knauer, the third seed. of 
Cornell. The match did not even 
last a fu ll period as Gross flattened 
Knauer at I :48. The final would 
not be as successful. An injury 
suffered in l he semis took its toll 
on Gross a.~ he was unable to 
complete the match and settled for 
second. 

Marty Nichols had a slightly 
tougher time: reaching the finals at 
150. Nichols. also the second seed, 
followed two early decisions again 
with an overtime 3- I win in the 
semifinals. The final match between 
him and top-seeded Pat Waters of 
Cornell, who is ranked as high as 
fourth in the nation, was the most 
exciting of the night. Although the 
first two periods resulted in only 
one point between the two, the 
third period saw three takedowns. 
Two of those belonged to Waters. 
both within the final 40 seconds. 
Nichols esc<Jped both times and 
almost had a takedown with two 
ticks left which would have given 
him the win. But the takedown 
was not called and Waters woo, 
"-' 

Tim Habecker and Mike Fusilli 
both finished t hird. Habecker 
opened the tournament with a 
technical fall hut los t to Rick 
Sadwick of Syracuse in the second 
round. In the consolation bracket 

' he won four matches, one by fa ll, 
to meet Sadwick again in the th ird 
place match. This time Habecker 
won the nai l biter, I -0, in overtime. 

F usilli, on the o t her hand • 
breezed into the semis with a major 
decision and a technical fall. In 
the semis, Fusilli was tit:d with his 

opponent, but los t on criteria. He 
rebounded with a technical fall 
victory in the consolation bracket 
and then won by forfeit to win 
th}rd place and his IOOth .career 
W &n. 

Other place finishers were Tim 
Cotter at 134, who finished fourth, 
and freshman Ron Post, who lost 
his first match but wrestled well in 
the consolations to place sixth at 
190. 

"The trips brought good things 
with team cohesion," said Murray. 
"The higher level will pay off in 
the end and I saw things in the 
States that evidenced we did." 

"The higher level will 
pay off in the end, 
and I saw things in 
the States that 
evidenced we did. " 
Coach John Murray 

When the team returned to 
Ithaca, it was Senior Night. 
recognizing the final home match 
of t he season aside from the 
Nationals. The Bombc:rs celebrated 
as all the seniors won, and the 
blue and gold downed Albany. 
27-9. 

Ray LcChase controlled his 
match, winning 7- 3 nt 126. Senior 
captain Joel Lamson, the 1989 
New York State Champion, won 
by a major decision before Tim 
Cotter won by forfeit. Gross rested 
his knee and left t he way for Olive, 
who wrestled a great match but 
lost, 1- 0, when he was penalized 
for s ta ll ing. Nichols p ut the 
Bombers back on the winning track 
by defcaring Chris Zogby, who 
placed fourth in the State, 5-2. 
with two takedowns in the final 
period. Mike Cronmiller scored 
an &-2 victory, and Tim Habecker 
followed wit h a 6- 1 decision. At 
190, Bill Hadsell lost a heartbreaker 
when, with 22 seconds, his 
opponent reversed him and scored 

a near fall. Mike Fusitli capped off 
the night with a technical fall, 
which occurs when one person has 
achieved a IS lead. Fusilli scored 
his in the second period, and was 
up 18-3 at the time. 

"There is a lo t of pressure on us 
and there will be umil Nat ionals," 
said Fusilli. "You can't compare 
t~is with Division I. It 's definitely 
drffercnt , the pressure is heavy with 
them.~ 

~They (Albany) tried to knock 
us off," said Murray. ~They arc a 
good Division Ill team, top 15 
caliber. We handled them well; we 
had a good level of intensity: we 
wrestled a good match." 

Saturday night the Bombers 
traveled across town to take on 
Cornell. The Big Red snatched 
second place at the States and the 
confront ation between the two 
Ithaca schools would not let anyone 
down. The match was not decided 
until the second to last bout, when 
Cornell clinched rhc victory and 
wc:nt on to win, 19-18. 

Ithaca lost the fim bout, but 
Lamson tied his 126 match again~t 
this year's State champ Jerry 
Graziano to give the Bombers two 
pomts. 

" I have confidence w Graziano," 
said Cornell coach J ack Spates. 
"but .loci Lamson is a tough nu t 
and he proved it. .. 

Cornell's Mark Fcrgcson. a three 
time high school state champ in 
Oklahoma, who was named the 
Most Outstanding Wrestler at the 
States, scored a major decision 
over BreuhwiJcr. who was making 
his varsity debut. Brcu hwilcr 
wrestled well. preventing both a 
pin and a technical fall. 

..You just try to slow Fergcson 
down. He's a point machine.· · ~aid 
Murray. "Lenny did a good job; 
as much as you can expect." 

Tim Cotter used five takcdowns 
in the first two periods to defeat 
Nate Knauer. 12 -6. 

The following match was a kc:v 
bout as Gross faced Waters. 
Emotions were high at the s tart, 

and Gross fell behind on a con
troversial unsportsmanlike condu~t 
call. The first period ended as a ue 
as W aters was penalized for 
stalling. Waters scored the only 
takedown of the match in the 
second and rode Gross long enough 
to win the bout, 6-1. 

uone fifty was really important:" 
said Spates. "When Ron Gross JS 

on the mat there is always action. 
He's a winner ... 

Ithaca retaliated with two vic
tories, the first by Marty Nichols 
and the latter by Mike Cronmiller. 
Nichols controlled the match with 
two takedowns and did not allow 
a point until the final period, 
winning 8- 1. Cronmiller also 
looked impressive, scoring eight 
takedowns on Mike New, who 
finished se,cond in States. on his 
way to a 19-7 triumph. New's only 
points came when Cronmiller let 
him escape. 

The following two matches were 
the keys to the match. With Cornell 
leading 13- 12, Habecker took on 

them (Division I 
wrestlers), you get to 
see the finer points of 
your mistakes " 
Marty Nichols 

Ben Morgan, another second place 
finisher at Cortland. Morgan eekcd 
out a J. 2 decision, scoring a crucial 
escape in the third period. Bill 
Hadsell had to win at 190 for 
Ithaca to have any chance at 
winning the match. Early on, things 
were not looking good for Hadsell 
as he was taken down and ridden 
for most of the first period. Again 
he was taken down in the second 
before he escaped. However. the 
third period was all Hadsell, as he 
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start ed out the period with a 
takedown and almost pinned his 
counterpart. but only scored at wo 
point near fall, working off riding 

IJme all the way. Finally, the Big 
Red _grappler escaped with I :07 
showmg on the riding time clock 
The bout en ded in a 5- 5 tie. bui 
Co.rne(( won the match with one 
POint for rid ing time. 

The outc~me was disappointing 
because M1ke Fus11li came onto 
t~e mat ~d scored his team-leading 
e•ghth P•n when he picked up 

IN CONTROL: Ithaca's Joel Lamson tries to turn hls opponent 

~n~hony Tobasso and pinned him 
m JUSt 4 I seconds. H1s six team 
points made the final score: Cornell 
19, hhaca 18. 

" It was a great match for the 
spectators. We have nothing to be 
ashamed of. I think we had the 
edge on intensity," said Murray. 
"The keys were 177 and 190. We 
could've won both. We wrestled 

• 

:mcmpt to scor~ 

well." 
''We know them real well," said 

Spa~es. "We are very respectful of 
the1r All-Amer icans. Marty 
Nichols, Joel Lamson b<!th wrestled 
well, and Mike Cronmiller, he's a 
great one. ·• 

All night it seemed that Ithaca 
was receiving the short end of the 
calls. In a number of bouts warnings 
or poinrs for stalling should have 
been awarded, but in only a few 
cases did it actually happen Other 

times takedowns could have been 
called, but again were not. 

"It was poor," said Murray. 
"There were some stalls that 
could've helped us. In Ron's case, 
he called what he didn't sec." 

The rest of the schedule sees the 
Bombers take on all Division Ill 
squads in preparation for the 
national q ualifiers in Washington 
on February 17 and 1 he final en 
March 2 · ) here in th.: Ben Light 
Gym . 


