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THS vvrestlers stage boycott . 
By PAUL MORAN JR. 

NEWS Sports Wr iter 

In the wake of a personal dispute between a 
wrestler and a junior varsity coach the members 
of the highly regarded Tonawa nda High Sc hool 
Varsity wrest I ing team staged an unprecedented 
boycot_t of t he annual Niagara Frontier League 
wrestlmg meet last night at Niagara-Wheatfield 
High School . 

The mctdent . whtch mvol\'ed 
St('\'E' M arone. a very popular 
and C'olodull67-pound wrestler. 
and JUntor varstty coach Tom 
Gutdo. was reported to have 
occurred dunn~ a m td·week 
practlc~ session. 

Ou tdo reportedly requested 
that hts brot her . var sttv coach 
Jun Guido. hold M arone out of 
th<' tradtuon al lea~ue meet 
Th<' varsttv coach announced to 
h•' t eam ·members Thursda\' 
that M arone \\ Oul d not be 
allowed tu wrestle tn the meet 

The wrestlers . both varsitv 
and JUnior \3 r s aty. held a 
mN•t tn g late Thursda\ and 
anuth('r nn Fr ida\ afternoon 
beff)re maktn ~ th~ .annuunce· 
ment that the\' would bovrott 
thr meel 

Ac-cording to Tonawanda High 
Sc hool Athlet iC' Direttor 
Edward Lei binger. s<·hool of. 
llc tals wer e mform ed of the 
~ restler:.' dec1s ton JUSt before 
the tc:lm was to board a bus for 
Naagara-Wheatf1eld Arrordang 
t o Letbtn~er . t he wrestl ers 
involved were asked to d!'bark 
from the bus whtrh o:;everal had 
alrt?adv boarded 

Steve Mar one 
... I ncident spar ks hoycott 

Of lh<' rombtned \arc;ttv ;md 
JUntcJ r \arsttv team !>. 
number tn~ nea r 50. S<'\ en 
wrest lers who chose not to 
suppor t the boycott appco~red 
for Tonawanda at lh<' meet. Of 
thl' SPve n. onlv on(' had varsitv 
expert('nce . · Th e strtktng 
wrestlers were present but in 
the bleachers. 

Th e origtnal i nc t dent. 
~c-cordmg to Leibinger. was th<> 
most r ecent of sever al clashes 
bet ween M arone and his 
roaches. He satd also that the 
tea m wa s forew arn ed of 
impt'nding disctplmary urt ion 

r.esulttng from the boycott He 
sa td also that actton wt'l be 
taken . but refu ed to comment 
on 1ts natur cur severitv 

Jtm Outdo told The NEWS 
that the L!C' t Jon uga i nst Mar unf..' 
was prompted by the youth 's 
tnsubordanat wn . H uwe' er. he 

declined t o elaborate on the 
subject 
Richard Perry Supenntendcnt 

of Tonav. ancla Schools told The 
NE WS late Frtdav that he was 
aware of the prubiem and would 
support the school's admintstra· 
uon and coachtnj::! staff in any 
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dtsctplinar~· i.IC lt un taken 
a nsl t~e strak•n~ wrest lers 

ere will be no aNton cum in~ 
Cltrerth· lrom mP · Pern sau.J 
.. Thts ·matter IS betng h·andled 
at the sehou l lcvl'l <.and any 
ac:twn •ak en wall laave my 
rurnplele support ·· 
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Paul Fcnw~k. Tonawanda 
Hq~h S('hool p r in e tpal was 
una\ atlahle for comment 

Jtm Gu1d11 decltned t u 
('omnwnt on the !'ffect of the 
inctdt.'lll on the remamdcr of the 
schnnl'::; league wrestling 
schNJule 
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