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Tonawanda's Rick Silvestri appears to be laying down on job 

... But he went on to beat Gary Devin of LP Ploneer for title 

By ED SLOWINSKI 
The schoolboy wrestling 

scene Is just about over. All 
that remains is the New York 
State wrestling tournament 
next weekend in Sy racuse . 
Fourteen young me n will be 
going to that tournament afte r 
wiMing the right to represent 
Sec tion VI by taking the i r 
respec tive we ight c lasses in 
t he s ta te qualifi'e r m et at 
Swe et Hom1e th is pas t 
weekend . 

Roughly 57 schools took part 
in the twc;day event , with over 
219 wrestlers in actio n. When 
the grappling came to a close 
onlv 14 rem ained . 

Tough Pioneer High Sc hool 
of Arcade took team honors fa r 
and beyond anybody e lse with 
five individual champions and' 
94 VZ points. more than 50 points 
ahead of the next finisher . 

Also included on Pioneers' 
award li s t was th e m os t 
Valuabl e Wre s tl er - Kei th 
Stearns. The 155-pounder was 
ext remely tough as he posted 
fo ur win s in the tourney - a ll of 
them by pins. 

F o r Niagara Frontie r 
League teams. well it was just 
too mu c h . Co-champ i'o ns 
Niagara-Wheatfield and Tona· 
wanda both experienced their 
difficulties. 

Niagara -Whe atfield was 
-eliminated completely from 
the competition before the 
consolations. Tonawanda , on 
the other hand, came up with 
the best showing from the NFL 
teams and place d four 
wrestlers in the consolations. 
Kenmore East , third place 
finishers in the Frontier 
circuit, had a couple of ace 
wrestlers. 

the most outstanding was 
Chris Lawson, who won top 
laurels in the 167-pound 
category . It was a long night 
for the Kenmore East senior, 
but very rewarding one. 

Lawson won his opening 
match without diff iculty. He 

.faced Tonawa nda ' s Steve 
Marone in his second bout and 
handed Marone an 8-2 defeat, 
eliminating Marone from 
further competition. This was 
the second time Lawson had 
edged Marone this year and 
then went on to win top laurels 
in the 167 class. The first came 
in the NFL· meet a couple of 
wee kends ago at Lew-Port. 
I ronically , Marone was the 
only grappler to beat Lawson 
earlier in the NFL season. 

Another fine job was the 
third place finish of Scott Pine. 

The East sophomore's main 
tormentor throughout the 
season was Niagara·Wheat­
field's Nick Perri. Pine 
advanced alter the first round 
as did Perri se tting the stage 
for their clash. 

This time Pine was not to be 
denied . He went on to drop 
Perri out of the running with a 
5-4 loss. 

In the semifinals Pine lost by 
the same score as he be at 
Pe rri, to Greg White of South· 
westem. Pine ret1,1rned in the 
consolations to beat Seth 
Becker of Maple Grove 3-2. 

For Tonawanda it was a fit· 
t ing finish to perhaps its best 
wrestling season in years. The 
Red Warriors finished the 
Niagara Frontier league 
season with a clean 16-0 
showing, came up sec ond place 
in the NFL meet and claimed 
top honors (beating Niagara­
Wheatfield 1 in the Section VI 
Division III wrestle offs. 

Four Red Warriors placed in 
the wrestling. 

Freshman Guy Miller placed 
fourth for the Warriors . He 
edged Jim Bender in the semi­
finals 1-0 before dropping a 9-4 
loss to Mark Garcia of Mary· 
vale. 

Miller. who has the best two­
year record on the Tonawand<'. 
team , suffered a heart­
breaking 4-3 loss to Larry 
Cohen of Williamsville South 
in the consolations. 

Jeff Toth also placed fourth , 
for Tonawanda. After a con­
vincing first round win, Toth 
edged Howard Nutt of Frontier 
to advance . 

He then suffered a 6-5loss to 
Darrell Stebbins of Westfield 
to be left in the consolations. In 
that match he dropped a 4-3 
decision to Dave Young of 
Lancaster. 

ForToth it was another honor 
to be stored with the rest of his 
awards. Only a junior. he wllt 
return with Miller next year 
and you c an bet these 
wrettlert. along with East's 
Scott Pine, will be back for 
more. 

Senior Rick Silvestri was 
another fourttr place fini sher 
fOr Tonawanda. The hi1hlv· 
regarded 14~pounder won his 
opentnc matCh in easy fashion 
before winning a to\lgh 2-0 
battle from Torn Wheeler of 
Iroquois. 

In rt1e ~tmiftnals . Silvestri 
had Dive turd of Swett Home 
t · O before filling: lo a pin . 
Silvtltrl'.t only loll this year 
wal to turd in the AII· Am· 
htrat tourney earlier this ttl• .... 

Gary Otvln of Ploneer ed1ed 
Silvtttrl In the contolation 
matth. 

Sllmtrl Will arad-
uate from Tonawanda thlt 
. year with the most wins every 
by a Tonawanda WHJller ( 16-
01 4urlnl the NFL recular 
...... Hewat alto the NFt't 

=,..,... Ole l'IFL m .. t . ., ............ . 
f'lllll • early ••· 

<'111'11111 tola. T-woodo'o 
llon ..,.., came up with a 
11111'4 ploee ohow"-!. 

Soydo< ,... blo lint mol<:h 
with a t :M pin onr Ra11 
cor..,. of AmiMrtl . He 

followed with anotttr r (all over 
Ric-h lhle of East Aurora . The 
clocking of th is one was 2 :21:1. 

In the semif inals Sn.vder was 
s toppe d b,v Medina 's highl ,v 
regarded Ron Taylor 13-3. 

The T onawanda senior 250 
pounde r bounced back in the 
consolat ions to grab a 5- 1 win 
over Jim K r ent z or Chee k­
towaga 

Lew- - Port' s Torn Blmt·o 
was the only wrestle r to re pt><H 
on wi n ni ng the sec ti on VI 
ac hievement as he wnn t he 215 
class w ith little problt> m . The 
Lew-Por t jun io r has won two 
Sect ion XV I c harnp lunshtps tn 
t he 215 class. 

SEMI f'J ,...,ALS 
91 - Leonard Woods 1 L Shure' 

d . Dan Emke m an. I ll 4·3 Ban 
Hallb£'rg LM. Gro ve • d Dan 
Mason , 1P io. 1. 6-3 

98 - Mark Garcia 1Man· d. Gtn· 
M iller !Ton. 1, 9-4. DouR Kct•nan 
IPio. l d Larr \· Cohefl i W South •. i · 

• !05 - Tim Booker 1 W Sen -East ·, 
d . St>th Becker 1M. GrO\'E'I. i -0. 
Gre,e Wh ite tS' 11.·es tern 1 d . Srott 
Pine I Ken· East 1. !'r4 . 

112 - J ohn Ca llen ISal il 1 d . 
David Young 1 Lant· 1. 6· 4. Darrell 
Stebbins I Westf 1 d. Jeff Toth 
1Ton. 1, 6·3. 

119 - K.vle Grunwald 1 P io • p 
Bruce- Me-vers !Olean 1, 3:0!. John 
Ca ul field I W North ' d Hi ck 
Rothfuss llro. '· 7-2_ 1 o1 1 

126 - Dale Roger s 1 Ptu , d 
J errv Revnolds 1P . Vallev •. ~ -0 . 
lot •. Don Sutliff IAmh I d. Dal'id 
Butler 1M. Grnve •. 2·L •ot • 

Kenmore East 's Chris Lawson 

Sanders finishes thir d 
in wrest li ng nationa ls 

Tonawanda High School 132 - Dou~ Ti~u e- IPio • d, Pat 
Broad 1 W Sen · ~as t •. 7·5. C'hns 
Leic ht weis IOi ea n • d J oel' 
Swanson IPortv . o, 1·0 

wrestlin g s tar Bob Sande rs 
Alfred tech 4-0 and also \w.;Jt 
Ed Moodv of Broward Fl<~ I :1 
to to tak e thi rd pl:tt'C' m h1~ 
di vision . 

138 - Gene Tundo 1Fr. 1 d . Ken 
Zoeller IMarv. 1, 1!J..4. Jerrv Young 
I Lane. 1 d. TE-rry Mi ller 1Port . •. g:. 
0 . 

145 - Uave Izard IS Home • p. 
Rlck Sil vestri !Ton . '· 3: 50. Tiin 
Prince IM_ Grove l d . Ga rv Devine 
IPio.l. 11·7. 

Hi5 - J eff Cotter IMed. 1 d. John 
Mart in eck /Lan e. l. 6·4. Keith 
Stearn s IPio. • p. Br van Meder 
ICassa. Gall . 1 1:116. 

167 - Chris Lawson I Ken· East 1 
d. Dan Hackett Wio. l. S.3. Tim 
Hage n (Ta r . I d. Dennis Long 
(Dunk . 1. S.l. 

177 - Steve Pulley 1Lanc_l p. 
J ohn Aiken (Newf. ' · 3:57, Doug 
Berkum IW. South ! d. Frank 
Portnova (Mary. 1. 4-1 lot 1. 

215 - Don Schonover 1 Aile . ' d. 
P aul Bicke-lm ann IW. South •. 5· 1. 
Tom Blinco (Lew·Port ' d. Bob 
Darling (James. 1, 8-3. 

250 - Ron Taylor IMed. , d. Ron 
Snyde r I Ton . I, 13· 3. Pe te r 
Ba tta gli a I Lew -Port 1 d Jim 
Krentz I Cheek '· 3·0_ 

CONSOLATIONS 
91 - Emk e d. Mason. 5-0. 911 -

Cohen d. Miller. 4--3. 105 - Pine d. 
Becker. 3·2. 112 - Young d. Toth. 4--
3. l\9 - Rothfuss d. Me~·ers . 6· L 
126 - Re.vnold s won by forfeit. 132 
- Broad p. Swanson. 3:49. 138 -
Miller won by forfeit. 145 - De-vin 
d. Silvestri. 4-lm 155 - Mart inek d . 
Meder. 12-4. 167 - Hackett won bv 
forfeit. 177 - Ai ken d. Uortnova. 2-
0. 215 - Bickelman d. Dar ling. 6-2. 
250 Sn.vder d. Krentz. 5- 1 

FINALS 
91 - Halberg d. Woods. 17-2. 98 -

Kee nan d. Garc ia . 10-2. 105 -
Booker d. White. 2a-7 . 1\2- Callen 
p. Stebbins, 5.56. 119- Grunwald 
d_ Caulfield . 4-3. 126 - Rogers p. 
SutliH . 4:50 . 132 - Tingue d . 
Leichtwe is. 1-0. 138 - Tundo p. 
Young. 3:$9. l4a- Izard d. Prince. 
3·1. 155 - Stearns p. Cotter. 5:02. 
167 - Lawson d. Hagen. 4-2. 177 - ~ 
Pulley d. Berkum. 4-0. 21 5- Blinco 
d. Schonover. 7·3. 250- Ta;.' lor p. 
Battaglia. 3;20. 

ret ur ne d hom e from 
Wort hin g to n . Min n lat e 
Su nd a~' nig ht wit h an All ­
American la be l. a t hird-place 
fini sh in the Nationa l Ju nior 
Coll ege Athlet ic Association 
Wrestlin g Champion ships and a 
nea r-miss at being nationa l 
champion . 

Sa nde r s. w ho wrestles fo r 
Niag ara Cou nty Commu nity 
College . is the fi rst grapple r in 
the his tory of hi s school to 
become an a ll All- Ame r ic an 
and to place m nati onal 
competit ion. 

H is coa ch. Erj c Knuu ti la . 
sa id todav that Sand e rs "was a 
little dow'n .. on the wa.v home. 

" He lost to Mike Mirr ick of 
Sc hoolcr aft Communi ty from 
Michigan in the semifinals last 
frid av and Mirrick went on to 
win the national champions hip 
in he !50-pound class . In their 
ma tch Mirric k scored on a 
reversa l on\v second s from the 
fi ni sh to wiri 8-6. At the poi nt of 
the reve rsal Sande rs had lag 
time and t his was e r ased by the 
reveral and Sanders lost 8-6. 
Had it not been for the reve rsal 
Bob probably would have been 
the na tional champion. not 
Me r r ick ... 

On Satu r da v Sande r s 
dec is ione d J oe ·Mulligan of 

Anoth e r NCCC wre stlL·r 
North Tona wand<J ·s P<..ttd 
Churder . spiLt two ma tehes nn 
Thursd a ~· in the 134-pound C'!as~ 
and was eliminated . 

NCCC fint shed 25th qut "' 1114 
tea ms in the team standings 

Haze posts 
trio of w ins 
Th e Haze Ath le t ic C lub 

pushed ils season's record to 23-
1 wi t h thre e hard -earned 
victories ove r Local 2104 th is 
week. 15-10. IS- I L 15-9. Haze 
ove rcame an 11 -7 deficit in t he 
second game . 

Next week Haze will oppose 
National Hose. a ttem pt ing to 
overcome its lone loss of the 
campaign in t he Tona wan d a 
Recrea tional Vollevball 
League. · 

WARD STILL UNSIG NED 
SCOTTSDALE. Ariz . 1 UP I I 

- Manny Trillo was the ort ly 
Chicago Cubs player who fai led 
to report a nd Chr is Ward 
remained t he only uns igned 
Cub as t he squa d ·of 39 began 
full sca le wor kouts Sunda.v. 

Auto Repairmen .. . 
Now A Ser~iee Designed For • 
:\uto R;-pairman Exclusivt>ly r: · 

ORDIRS- BY PHONE ~ =~ 

853-1817 g§ 
BUFFALO WHOLESALE USED AUTO PARTS 

1329 Will iam Street BuHalo, N.Y. 

ill"""'" ~ ·u ••• •••• "' " ' ' 

THE PRICE OF 
LUXURY 

WENT 

I 

SPECIAL -OF-THE-YEAR 
ON THE '74 VW DASHER. The'740ashercomeswith sleel· 
belted radials, fronl-wheal drive, rack-and-pinion steering. power-assisted dual diag­
onal brakes, rear window defogger. and an . electric clock. It also come• with fully 
reclining front seats, mileage ol about ~5 m~ on the open road, and the Volkswag,n 
Owner's Securlly Blanket (which means we pay for all parts and labor on any repair lor 
12 months or 20,000 miles exceplluel, filters, and reguler maintenance services) . A It al 
no eXIra cost. And now it all comes at Special Start-of-the-Year Savings! 

•Mileage based on German Industry Standards (OIN- 7003()) 

............. , ... _ ....... ., .... 
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AT PARTICIPATING DEALERS 
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Mat Note
14 earn right to represent Section VI matmen in state. Tonawanda (NY) News, Monday, March 3, 1975.




