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WAS A mtm DAY
 FOR CUBA FOLKS

GREETS WORLDCHAMPION ON
HI8 RETURN FROM OLYMPIC
GAMES.
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An Impromptu Celebration for Young
Man Who Put Cuba on Map by Win-

tect at Antwerp—Mr, Leggett Makes
Wetcoming gpeech.

Cuba, Rept. 241t was not known

until shortly before train time that
dwin Ackerly, the winner of the
featherweight wrestling contest in tite
Olymple games at Antwerp, was to ar-
tive home on Erie iraln seven, Mon
day. The news soon apread, however,
and the town suddenly hlossomed aut
with flags. Plans for o celebration
were quickly improviaed: the band:
asyembled, the school children wareh-!
edd in a body to the station, preceded
by # reception committee of repregen-
tative cltirens, and a crowd followea
in care or on foot,
Even the train seemed 1o have
caught  the wthletic contagion and
broke another record by arciving al-
most on time, Az the young man
alighted the band plaved, the exeited
volees of the schoolboys led the cheer-
Ing, while all the porters beamed and
even the colored cooks leaned out of
the train 10 see what could be happen-
ing in Cuba,

While his boy admirers  relioved
thebr enthusiasm by ringing the ehiureh
bells and blowing automobile horns,
the chnmpion was proudly excorted to
the main xquare] where the Hon, J, (.
Legrett made a few (raceful remarks,
expressing the pride of the friends
and rellow-citizens of the young man
fn hix temarkable achievement when,
in spite of a sprained ankle he had
won the wrestling trophy, being the
only American victor in this sport,

The young athlete has received a
deeoration from no less a personage
than  King  Albert, and  though he
wears his taurels lightly, is doubtless
acenstomed to applause:  yet it was
plain that he was much pleased with
the home ovation of his  tawnsfolk,
Perhinps he felt likxe a doughboy who
has received a crowd de guerve and
been Kissed by o Freonch general in
tront of the whole army: but in spite
of thir, he bravely replied with a neat
litde speech, in which he thagked
everybody for the pleasant surprise
they had prepared for him, and satd
that he had been proud to represent
Cuba at Antwerp.  After this the im-
promptu celebration eane 1o un end.

l The Chamber of Commerce gave a
reception and dancing party for Mr.
Ackerly on Thursday evening at Kel-
ter hatl— Patriot.

ning Featherwelght Wrestling Con-|



armdrag.com
Mat Note
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