
 

 

Donald Blaine 

The National Wrestling Hall of Fame of Upstate New York is proud to present Don Blaine with the 

Lifetime Service Award for his many valuable contributions to the sport of wrestling. Don is presently 

the coach of wrestling at Cornwall High School and has had the most wins of any coach in Section IX 

history. During his career at Cornwall Coach Blaine has coached many section 9 champions and one of 

his wrestlers, Paul Paquin, has won 2 New York State championships. In 2008 he was the Section 9 

Wrestling Coach of the Year and in 2011 Don was inducted into the New York State Wrestling Hall of 

Fame. Throughout his distinguished career Coach Blaine’s and his teams have never had a losing season, 

and several of his wrestlers have earned Division I wrestling scholarship. Don has worked in the Cornwall 

School district in many capacities including, Middle School Principal and presently serves as the Social 

Studies Department Chair. In addition, he is an adjunct professor at Orange Community College. In a 

February 1, 2008, Times Herald Record newspaper article, Don was best described a “One of the nicest 

and classiest coaches that you have ever met.” Congratulations to Coach Blaine for his many 

accomplishments.  

 

Michael DeBarbieri 

Michael DeBarbieri has been selected to receive the Lifetime Service Award from the National Wrestling 

Hall of Fame in Stillwater, Oklahoma. After retirement, Mike returning to coaching because Portville 

Central School ‘s wrestling team needed a coach. He has accomplished much in his career. He has 

received 4 Section VI “Coach of the Year Awards” and his teams have won 10 league championships. 

During his coaching tenure his teams have garnered four class sectional championships and he has 

guided seven wrestlers to the New York State Championships. While coaching Mike had the honor of 

coaching his twin sons, Joseph and John, who for many years held the national record for the most wins 

for a set of twins. Furthermore, Mike has been an active leader in wrestling for the western part of New 

York. Mike has been the Section VI wrestling chairman from 1990 to the present and is an active 

member of the Western New York Wrestling Coaches Association. In 2000 Mike became an official and 

has played a large role in the Southern Tier Wrestling Officials’ Association. One of his colleagues has 

stated that, “Mike is an outstanding individual and coach who exemplifies what a wrestling coach should 

be.”  

 



Gary Dillingham 

The National Wrestling Hall of Fame of Upstate New York has selected former wrestling coach of 

Cortland High School, Gary Dillingham, to receive the Lifetime Service Award for 2014. Gary, a Cortland 

State graduate, had an outstanding wrestling career while at Cortland, placing second and winning the 

State University of New York Wrestling Conference Championship in 1962. Following graduation Gary 

began his coaching career at Cortland High School and resurrected a weak team into a team that 

contended for Sectional championships in both Section III and Section IV. During his illustrious coaching 

career Gary has coached 15 sectional champions, 3 third place finishers and 3 second place finishers in 

the NYSPHSAA Championships. He has guided his teams to league championships in the CNYCL, STAC 

and OHSL, and his teams have been described as fierce competitors and who will never give up, 

regardless of the score. Dick Meldrim, one of Gary’s former wrestlers describes him as, “ a tough, fair 

and demanding coach who expected the very best from his athletes both on the mat and off.” The 

National Wrestling Hall of Fame of Upstate New York salutes Gary for all that he has done for the sport 

of wrestling and his many student/athletes. 

 

James Lamb 

James Lamb, who has served as the head wrestling coach at Williamsville South High School – 1985 to 

2001, will be honored with the Lifetime Service Award from the National Wrestling Hall of Fame – 

Upstate New York Chapter on September 21, 2014 at the annual induction banquet in East Syracuse, 

New York. Jim started his wrestling career at Kenmore East High School winning the 1970 Section VI 

AAAA championship at 168 and then went on to wrestled at Buffalo University, under the guidance of 

National Wrestling Hall of Fame Coach Ed Michael. In 1989, Jim was inducted into the Kenmore West 

Hall of Fame for his outstanding career as a high school wrestler. Following graduation from Buffalo 

University, Jim worked two years at North Dakota State University with Bucky Maughan and began a 

short coaching career in North Dakota where he won two North Star Conference championships. 

However, he eventually found his way back to Buffalo and compiled an outstanding coaching record at 

Williamsville South. After his retirement at Williamsville South in 2001, he returned to coaching by 

serving as a modified coach and then as the varsity assistant coach at Williamsville North. Jim has 

coached eight Section VI Champions and 1 State Champion in North Dakota and New York. Jim was also 

the founding President of the Western New York Wrestling Coaches Association. Wrestling and Section 

VI could not be prouder of Jim for his induction into the National Wrestling Hall of Fame.     

 

Anthony Policare 

 

Anthony “Tony” Policare will join his Buffalo teammate, Jim Lamb, as a Lifetime Service Award recipient 

at the 2014 induction ceremony at the Double Tree Hotel in East Syracuse, New York in September. Tony 

had a very successful wrestling career under Coach Ed Michael at the University of Buffalo qualifying for 

two NCAA – Division I championships. While at Buffalo, Tony was selected the Most Valuable Wrestler in 

1972 and earned the honor of being the team captain in 1973. In 1999 the University of Buffalo selected 



Tony to join their Athletic Hall of Fame. In addition, to his outstanding collegiate wrestling career, Tony 

has achieved many prestigious awards in the area of Freestyle and Greco Roman wrestling. Starting in 

1973 through the present, Coach Policare has coached 34 consecutive winning seasons and has 

compiled more than 400 high school wins. He has been awarded five “Coach of the Year Awards” and 

has coached numerous sectional and conference champions during his illustrious career.  Tony has 

worked many summer camps and clinics and is noted for teaching the “Vestal cradle series.” 

Furthermore, Coach Policare has been in the forefront of promoting high school wrestling in all ways. He 

was one of the first coaches to have a DJ and a light show at his dual meets. He has advocated for 

wrestling in all areas hoping to ensure that wrestling gains the same importance as all high school 

sports. Vestal and Section IV honor Tony and all his accomplishments. 

 

Ken Spenard – Posthumous 

 

The National Wrestling Hall of Fame – Upstate New York Chapter is honored to posthumously induct 

Ken Spenard, coach and Athletic Director at the Chenango Forks Central School into the National 

Wrestling Hall of Fame. Immediately following his graduation from Ithaca College, Ken became a 

physical education teacher and later an Athletic Director at the Chenango Forks schools where he 

worked until his retirement. Ken is considered by all as the “Father of Chenango Forks wrestling” and 

one of the pioneers of wrestling in Section IV. His career coaching record was 163 – 81 – 6 and he 

produced 18 Sectional Champions. In 1967 Dan Evans became Ken’s first NYSPHSAA champion and then 

Dana Ellis in 1971 joined the ranks of state champions at the Forks. Ken’s biggest accomplishment 

occurred in the 1961-62 wrestling season when his Blue Devils ended Ithaca High School’s 14 year run of 

consecutive Section IV Championships.  During his coaching career he developed two Division I NCAA 

All-Americans, Jeff Stephens at Cornell University and Jerry Everling at Syracuse. While at Cornell, 

Stephens became a 2 time EIWA Champion and was considered by many as one of Coach Jimmy Miller’s 

finest wrestlers. In addition, Ken was very active in the Section IV Wrestling Officials’ Association and 

was selected in 1975 to join the Section IV Hall of Fame. The Upstate Chapter of the National Wrestling 

Hall of Fame pays special tribute to a man who has given so much to wrestling in Section IV.      

 

 

Thomas Green – Medal of Courage Award 

  

Thomas Green will be the recipient of the 2014 Medal of Courage given out by the Upstate New 
York Chapter of the National Wrestling Hall of Fame. Tom enjoyed a very successful college 
wrestling career at Cayuga Community College and Cortland State, where he was All New York 
State in 1987 and 1988 for the Red Dragons. On May 15, 1997 Tom had a terrible work 
accident; a pipe with chemicals in it burst, leaving him with chemical burns on his face and 
without his sight. Tom and his wife, Mary, started a long medical journey to help him partially 
recover from those injuries. The first few years were described by Mary as the most difficult 
because Tom was near blindness.  However, a year following the accident, and after he had 
gotten some of his sight back, Tom was approached by the Port Byron wrestling coach to be his 
volunteer assistant coach. Since then Tom has worked his way up to being the varsity coach and 



has resurrected the program at Port Byron Central School. He endured many years of medical 
procedures which included conjunctiva cell transplants, cataract surgeries, a stem cell 
transplant, mouth surgery and many other procedures. With the help of his wife, all his family 
members and his involvement with wrestling, he was able to manage the road to recovery. 
Tom’s wife, Mary, stated, “I don’t know where he would have been if he was not involved in 
wrestling … he loves every minute of it.” Over the past few years Tom’s teams have won 3 
consecutive league titles and he has been named the Patriot League “Coach of the Year” four 
times. These accomplishments epitomize the courage, strength and perseverance of a man 
deserving of the National Wrestling Hall of Fame’s Medal of Courage.  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


