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Oswego County Tournament Re-Named 
For Fallen Soldier 

Fulton Wrestler Ken Haines Was Killed On Second Tour Of Duty In Iraq 

     The sixth annual Oswego County Holiday Wrestling Tournament is being re-named to honor the memory of 
former Fulton Wrestler Ken Haines. Specialist Haines was killed in action in Iraq on December 3, 2006 when 
an improvised explosive device detonated near his vehicle while on patrol in Abu Hishma, Iraq. He was serving 
his second tour of duty with the US Army in the war zone. 

    Specialist Haines, just 25 years old was a decorated soldier. He was the recipient of the Bronze Star, Purple 
Heart, Army Commendation Medal, Combat Action Badge, and service medals for his combat service in 
Operation Iraqi Freedom, Global War on Terrorism and Terrorism Expeditionary Medal. He was assigned to 
82nd Field Artillery of the First Cavalry Division. 

   Ken graduated from G. Ray Bodley High School in 2000. Where he played football and was a member of  
Fulton’s Section 3 Championship wrestling team. 

    At age 12, Kenneth W. Haines was adopted by a foster father, Kirk McMillan, after his parents divorced and 
his mother struggled to raise him. It was the beginning of a wonderful relationship. "He gave me the best years 
of my life," said McMillan, who is single. "He's the only chance I had to raise a son, and he did so well."  
 
     Kenny is remembered by the coaching staff and the Fulton Wrestling community as a hard-working and 
loyal young man who overcame a lot of adversity and grew up to become someone we can all be proud of.  

    "This is the kind of kid you want representing your country, because he's a man of honor and loyalty. He 
showed that as an athlete. You weren't going to find a kid who was much more loyal or honorable than Kenny 
Haines," said Michael Conners, his former varsity wrestling and football coach . "A lot of people talk about 
team, commitment, wanting to be part of something. He lived it," he said. "He was a great kid and wasn't going 
to let his teammates down." 



     The tournament will be officially named the Ken Haines Memorial Tournament with an announcement just 
before the tournament finals Tuesday night.  

     The Oswego County Holiday Tournament , held annually between Christmas and New Years, has become 
one of the top high school wrestling events in New York State. The two-day tournament draws twenty-four 
teams from six sections with teams coming from as far away as Niagara Falls and Kingston to compete on six 
mats in Laker Hall on the campus of Oswego State University. This year’s tournament is being held on 
December 29th and 30th. Known for its unique multiple-entry format, the tournament attracts many of the state’s 
elite wrestlers as well as developing athletes hungry for tournament experience. Teams competing this year 
include: (list teams). 

  

  

  


